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From  the  Editor 

“Let’s  Lighten  Up,  Friends!” 


When  Rolene  Otero  got  up  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  this  summer  and 
delivered  her  impromptu  homily  about  joy,  it  was  as  if  the  clouds  parted 
and  sunlight  poured  into  our  gray,  business-as-usual  plenary  session. 

It  was  as  if  the  Spirit  were  asking  us.  Why  shouldn’t  our  meetings  for 
business,  and  for  worship,  be  full  of  joy?  Why  shouldn’t  our  religious  lives 
be  celebrations  of  joy? 

George  Fox  suffered  through  years  of  depression  trying  to  find  out  from 
others  the  answers  to  life’s  problems.  When  he  finally  came  to  realize  that 
there  was  only  one  teacher,  the  inward  Christ,  that  could  speak  to  his 
condition,  his  “heart  leaped  for  joy.” 

For  Christians,  mid-winter  is  the  season  of  joy.  Angels  came  to 
announce  “tidings  of  great  joy”  that  have  reverberated  through  the 
centuries. 

What  tidings  of  joy  do  we,  as  Quakers,  have  to  announce? 

Sometimes  we  keep  our  good  news,  and  our  joy,  well  hidden.  In  his 
essay,  “The  Eternal  Now  and  Social  Concern,”  one  of  my  favorite  Quaker 
writers,  Thomas  Kelly,  made  fun  of  joyless,  “dour”  Friends.  He  said, 
“Traditional  Quaker  decorum  and  this  burning  experience  of  the  Living 
Presence  are  only  with  great  difficulty  held  together.  I’d  rather  be  jolly 
Saint  Francis  hymning  his  canticle  to  the  sun  than  a dour  old  sobersides 
Quaker  whose  diet  would  appear  to  have  been  spiritual  persimmons.” 

When  we  aren’t  agonizing  over  such  burning  issues  as  whether  or  not  to 
carpet  the  meetinghouse.  Friends  can  be  joyful  and  light-hearted.  What 
better  testimony  to  lightheartedness  than  Doug  Gwynn’s  country-and- 
western  ditty  “What  It  Takes  To  Be  a Weighty  Friend”?  And  of  course, 
there’s  our  Brinton  Visitor  with  his  trained  flea  Sammy.... 

Diane  Pasta  is  right:  we  need  to  be  saved  not  just  from  the  grave,  but  also 
from  our  excessive  gravity.  What  helps  us  to  overcome  our  fears  and 
experience  joy  even  in  the  midst  of  suffering  is  that  indefinable  something 
called  grace. 

There  are  myriad  ways  to  experience,  and  to  express,  joy.  In  her 
enthusiastic  review  of  the  new  Quaker  Hymnal,  Anne  Friend  reminds  us 
that  singing  is  yet  another  way  to  celebrate  the  joyous  fire  of  God’s  love  in 
our  midst. 

So  let’s  lighten  up.  Friends.  There  is  no  better  time  than  the  Eternal 
Now  to  connect  with  Joy! 


!A  SaackaT  rx 
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A Message  Shared  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  by  Rolene  Otero,  Orange  Grove 


For  me,  joy  is  the  greeting  of 
unconditional  love  that  my  dog  lavishes  on 
me  each  time  I come  to  the  door.  It’s  the 
face  of  a crocus  coming  out  of  a bed  of 
brown,  the  gushing  of  mud  between  my 
toes  after  a good  rain.  It’s  the  heady  scent 
of  lemon  blossoms  on  a zephyr  wind,  or 
fresh  eggplant  cooking  in  olive  oil  and 
garlic.  It’s  the  sunset  that  stops  all  the  cars. 

It’s  whales  cavorting  off  the  coast  that 
remind  me  there  is  still  hope  for  the 
environment.  It’s  when  I finally  hear  the 
crickets  after  the  kids  are  in  bed  and  the  cat 
is  fed.  It’s  that  moment  when  I have  caught 
my  breath  to  hear  the  harmonics  of  a violin 
quartet  in  perfect  tune,  the  first  cry  of  a 
new-born  baby.  It’s  when  I look  deeply 
into  someone’s  eyes  and  find  myself 
tumbling  in.  It  is  the  recognition  of  that 
part  of  you  I have  always  known — and  will 
always  see — if  I just  remember  to  look  for 
it  each  time  we  meet. 

Joy  is  the  spark  that  is  lit  each  time  I go 
back  to  my  touchstone.  It’s  the  memories 
I carry  next  to  my  heart  of  the  time  when  I 
was  in  the  mountains,  or  in  a concert  and 


felt  my  soul  lift  and  float  away.  It’s  the 
bubbling  up  of  the  spirit  attuned  to  the 
Love  of  God. 

I see  our  coming  together  at  Yearly 
Meeting  as  going  through  a curtain,  a 
moving  inward  to  a different  time  and 
space.  A different  dimension  of  reality. 
Efficiency  and  frenzy  can  be  left  in  the 
hall  along  with  whatever  else  is 
hanging  on  the  back  of  my  mind.  God 

We  gloss  over  the  reason  for 
our  nickname,  “Quakers.  ” 
But  early  Friends  were 
swept  away  body  and  soul. 
That  kind  of  rapture  is  our 
birthright:  it  is  where  we 
rightfully  belong. 

can  handle  the  problems  I have 
brought  here  with  me  for  today. 

This  is  a day  to  exchange  that  worry 
for  joy.  A day  to  take  a pass  on  that 
voice  telling  me  to  find  a video  game 
to  chill  out,  a drink  to  escape.  None  of 


them  compare  to  the  joy  I experience  if  I 
make  room. 

This  is  the  space  for  the  casting  off  of 
our  hard  protective  gear,  and  the  opening 
to  the  contagion  of  joy  that  comes  when 
we  catch  the  spark. 

We  have  been  told,  “Wherever  two  or 
more  of  you  are  gathered  in  my  name, 
there  shall  I be”  (Matthew  18:20).  That’s 
us.  We  are  the  church,  the  temple.  This 
is  become  a sacred  place  because  we 
have  gathered  here  for  a sacred  purpose. 

We  are  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  come  to  be  together  in  the  Light 
of  God,  as  a renewal  and  a reminder  of 
what  is  the  beginning,  the  basis  of  our 
being.  God  is  with  us,  the  Christ  spirit  is 
here  and  the  spirit  of  Elijah.  The 
Presence  is  available  to  each  one  of  us  for 
the  asking. 

If  I only  look  at  the  world 
intellectually,  it’s  depressing.  There  is 
much  good  work  that  needs  doing.  In 
our  plenary  sessions,  we  gather  in 
worship  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
(“Joy,  ” continued  on  page  65) 
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("Joy,  ” continued  from  page  64) 

special  issues  in  the  light.  But  when  I 
come  to  a plenary  focused  on  an  agenda, 
it  gets  in  the  way  of  having  a gathered 
meeting.  If  we  save  whales,  feed  the 
homeless,  write  to  politicians,  or  accom- 
plish great  things  in  plenary  but  do  not 
honor  the  light  of  God  as  that  spirit 
moves  within  and  among  us,  then  I think 
maybe  we  have  failed. 

When  life  sucks  me  dry,  it  is  not 
plenary  business  that  brings  back  the 
juiciness.  It  is  not  “issues”  which  bring 
me  back  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  year 
after  year;  it  is  the  power  of  corporate 
worship,  of  making  together  a joyful 
noise  to  God. 

I used  to  think 
gath  ered  meet- 
ings at  yeary 
meeting  were  an 
impossibility 
because  of  the 
size  of  the  group. 

It  was  at  the 
annual  gathering 
of  Friends  World 
Com  mittee  on 
Consultation  that 
I first  exper- 
ienced a gathered 
meeting  with 
three  hundred  other 
Friends. 

If  s as  if  we’re  threads  of  light  which, 
when  banded  together,  become  more 
brilliant.  We  can  illumine  more  when  we 
take  the  time  to  straighten  out  the  kinks, 
open  and  align  ourselves  to  be  receptive 
to  the  Will  of  God.  We  move  forward  in 
right  action  after  the  reunification,  the 
reunion  back  to  what  in  fact  is  one  body. 

So  when  do  we  get  that  sense  of  the 
presence  of  God,  of  those  experiences 
which  let  us  know  that  we  are  one  body 
and  we  belong  together  as  Friends?  It’s 
the  reaching  out  to  the  light  within  each 
person  as  he  or  she  crosses  my  path.  It’s 
in  hugging  trees.  It’s  when  I am  deemed 
worthy  of  a hug  by  a two-year-old.  It  is 
making  time  to  listen  to  life’s  gems  from 
someone  who  no  longer  moves  so 
quickly.  It’s  stopping  the  internal  chatter 
to  listen  with  my  inner  ear,  that  feeds  my 
soul,  brings  me  back. 

I have  that  sense  of  oneness  when  I 
receive  a message  in  meeting  for  worship 
but  haven’t  formed  the  words,  and 
someone  else  stands  to  give  the  same 


message  perfectly.  I know  it  in 
worship  fellowship  when  I’m  sitting  in 
the  presence  of  Friends,  and  I look  up 
smiling  between  tears.  I know  it  when 
I begin  to  perceive  the  deep  peace  and 
slow  moving  presence  of  a tree  I have 
been  sitting  with.  It  comes  during 
memorial  meeting  when  my  inner  ear 
catches  a refrain  from  a euphony  of 
voices  overhead  rejoicing — in  the 
regathering  to  honor  those  who  no 
longer  share  this  physical  plane  with 
us. 

It  comes  in  those  times  when  I feel 
like  I’m  in  love  with  the  whole  wide 
world. 

We  have  been  told  to  enter  God’s 

temple  with 
joy  and 

thanks- 
giving.  My 
desire  for 
this  week 
would  be 
that  we  start 
from  the 
sacred,  wake 
up  with  a 
prayer  of 
thanksgiving 
Take  joy 
before 
coffee,  invite 
God  into  conversations  and  decisions. 
Look  for  the  light  in  every  encounter, 
both  the  human  and  plant  types.  Be 
open  to  the  Divine  Presence,  the 

mystical.  Make  the  connection  to  the 

joy  which  is  ours  for  the  asking. 

We  gloss  over  the  reason  for  our 
nickname,  “Quakers.”  But  early 

Friends  were  swept  away  body  and 
soul.  That  kind  of  rapture  is  our 
birthright:  it  is  where  we  rightfully 
belong.  And  so  I quote  Dorothy  White 
who  in  1662  wrote  to  Friends: 

“....that  Life  may  fill  your  vessels, 
that  bowls  of  compassion  and  tend- 
erness may  flow  one  into  another,  that 
every  Soul  may  swim  in  the  fullness  of 
Love,  that  all  may  be  filled  with  the 
eternal  Power,  that  the  new  Wine  of  the 
Kingdom  may  be  poured  from  vessel  to 
vessel,  that  all  your  Cups  may  overflow 
with  the  Consolation  of  God.” 


An  Appropriate  Permanent  Site 
For  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting? 

By  Bob  Barnes,  Grass  Valley 

In  the  summer  of  1995  at  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  we  were  presented  with  the 
concept  of  a permanent  site  for  yearly 
meeting  along  with  two  possible  locations. 
By  1996  these  two  sites  were  no  longer 
available.  Perhaps  that  has  freed  us  up  to 
consider  more  basic  issues:  What  spiritual 
benefits  would  a permanent  site  bring  us? 
And  to  what  extent  is  such  an  undertaking 
the  best  possible  use  of  the  world  resources 
available  to  us? 

A vision  came  to  me  of  a permanent  site 
that  could  well  speak  forcefully  to  our 
spiritual  needs.  We  find  an  abandoned 
factory,  probably  (almost  certainly)  in  the 
middle  of  a run-down  area  in  a major  city 
and  transform  it  into  our  Yearly  Meeting 
site  for  one  week  a year  and  into  a 
community  center,  greatly  expanded,  the 
other  fifty-one  weeks.  That  center  might 
well  include  a soup  kitchen,  homeless 
shelter,  health  clinic,  credit  union,  draft 
counseling  center,  battered  women’s 
shelter,  AFSC  office,  youth  center,  child 
care  facility;  a place  for  literacy  classes  or  a 
half-way  house  for  drug  abusers,  alcohol 
abusers,  ex-inmates,  mentally  ill  on  their 
way  to  recovery,  AIDS  victims,  or  ex- 
prostitutes. The  whole  thing  would  be  along 
the  lines  of  a highly  augmented  Catholic 
worker  house.  And  who  knows  in  what 
more,  and  in  what  combination?  Perhaps  a 
“Quakathoic  Worker”  center? 

Since  Margaret  Fell  and  Elizabeth  Fry, 
from  John  Woolman  to  the  Friends 
Ambulance  Units,  the  AFSC  work  camps 
and  in  many  other  ways  and  places  we  have 
been  practicing  what  we  preach — and 
preaching  what  we  practice.  Here  we  have 
the  possibility  to  carry  that  on  in  a new  kind 
of  way.  This  could  be  an  opportunity  for  a 
new  life,  a new  direction,  in  PYM.  Many 
people  have  good  intentions,  but  feel 
uneasy  about  what  to  do  and  where  to  go 
with  them.  This  would  not  only  provide 
services  for  those  less  fortunate,  but  also 
give  structure  to  those  who  are  ready, 
willing,  and  able  to  help. 

We  Friends  were  once  willing  to  risk  our 
lives  for  our  beliefs.  Perhaps  today  we  may 
be  ready  to  risk  our  resources  to  save 
others’  lives.  Are  we  willing  to  give  this 
concept  serious  and  prayerful  consid- 
eration? 
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Brinton  Visitor  Report: 
Observations  About  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

By  Bob  Vogel,  Orange  Grove  Meeting 


During  the  past  year,  as  Brinton  Visitor, 
I have  visited  sixty-four  Meetings  in  Pa- 
cific and  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 
Here  are  my  observations  of  what  I dis- 
covered in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  I vis- 
ited thirty-two  Meetings  and  Worship 
Groups,  weekend  retreats  in  Nevada  and 
Hawaii,  plus  two  weeks  of  visits  on  four 
islands  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

I should  say,  at  the  outset,  that  these 
are  my  own  limited  observations.  It  is 
not  possible  in  a 24-hour  visit  both  to 
share  and  to  learn  the  state  of  each  meet- 
ing. With  this  caveat,  let  me  share  my 
observations. 

I wonder  if  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is 
in  decline,  especially  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia, where  one  Monthly  Meeting  and 
two  Worship  Groups  have  been  laid 
down.  In  Northern  California  there  are 
three  new  meetinghouses  (San  Fran- 
cisco, Redwood  Forest,  and  Reno);  and 
several  are  raising  funds  for  meeting- 
houses. 

According  to  our  statistician,  the 
Yearly  Meeting  experienced  a net  loss  of 
twenty-three  members  since  our  1995 
session.  Sixty-one  percent  of  PYM’s 
membership  of  1513,  not  including  chil- 
dren and  non-members,  come  from  Col- 
lege Park  Quarterly,  and  7%  come  from 
Nevada  and  Hawaii.  I was  curious  to  see 
how  our  membership  had  changed  over 
the  years.  In  1986,  ten  years  ago,  we  had 
a membership  of  1507.  Today  it  is  1513. 
So,  in  ten  years,  we  have  a net  gain  of  six 
members! 

I am  indebted  to  Joan  Johnson,  Pat 
Diensfrey  and  Big  Island  Friends  for  ar- 
ranging my  schedule.  Although  I had  of- 
fered a few  subjects,  I generally  began 
the  meeting  with  a question  period.  I 
have  found  that  the  questions  asked  are 

Bob  Vogel  served  for  forty  years  as  a 
staff  member  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  in 
Pasadena,  New  York  City,  and 
Philadelphia. 


one  indication  of  the  things  that  matter  to 
Friends. 

Here  is  a tabulation  of  the  topics  most 
frequently  raised: 

• Worship  and  Spirituality:  16 

• Conducting  business  and  discerning 
God’s  will  or  a true  leading:  14 

• Peace  testimony  from  an  international 
perspective:  10 

• Problems  of  violence  and  conflict  res- 
olution: 5 

• Outreach  and  the  problems  of  small 
meetings:  1 1 

• Building  community:  5 

• Religion  and  social  action:  4 

• Christocentrism  vs.  universalism:  4 


Vocal  Ministry 

In  many  meetings  there  is  little  vocal 
ministry  and  few  references  to  God,  Je- 
sus and  the  Bible.  How  to  encourage  vo- 
cal ministry  was  one  of  the  retreat  topics 
where  we  evaluated  the  paper  on 
“Leadership  Among  Friends”  by  Ron 
McDonald,  who  urges  that  we  prepare 
ourselves  more  rigorously  for  the  spoken 
ministry. 

The  Christocentric/Universalist  contro- 
versy affects  the  language  that  we  use. 
Britain  Yearly  Meeting’s  Faith  and 
Practice  helps  us  to  see  that  one  category 
does  not  exclude  the  other.  It  notes  that 
Universalism  is  by  definition  inclusive, 
and  that  from  the  beginning  the  Quaker 
Christian  faith  has  had  a universal  dimen- 
sion. In  both  ends  of  California  there 
have  begun  Friends  Christian  Fellowship 
groups  that  study  the  Bible  and  feel  com- 
fortable using  Christian  imagery.  In  order 
to  encourage  Friends  to  share  in  vocal 
ministry,  some  meetings  have  introduced 
“afterthought”  periods  at  the  rise  of 
Meeting  in  which  worshipers  have  an  op- 
portunity to  share  their  spiritual  inspira- 
tions. 

Meetings  for  Learning 

Several  meetings  have  sponsored 
courses,  Quakerism  101  and  Quakerism 


202  and  weekend  retreats;  others  have  in- 
vited individuals  to  share  their  spiritual 
Journeys;  two  that  I know  of  have  tapped 
the  resources  of  Pendle-Hill-on-the-Road; 
and  at  least  one  meeting  has  an  “out-to- 
lunch”  time  in  nearby  restaurants  to 
strengthen  their  fellowship. 

One  of  the  larger  meetings  has  encour- 
aged acquaintances  through  organizing 
the  membership  into  Friendly  8’s. 

Outreach 

Many  Friends  find  opportunities  to  ex- 
press their  social  concerns  through  orga- 
nizations, like  the  American  Friends  Ser- 
vice Committee,  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation,  Friends  Committee 
on  Legislation,  and  the  Alternatives  to  Vi- 
olence Project.  I found  very  little  follow- 
up with  visitors,  and  there  seems  to  be  lit- 
tle interest  in  understanding  or  contacting 
Friends  Churches  in  the  area. 

There  was  considerable  interest  in  the 
leaflet  entitled,  “What?  There  are  Quakers 
in  Los  Angeles?”  which  was  prepared  in 
Los  Angeles.  A telephone  number  was 
published  in  the  local  press  to  inform  peo- 
ple about  the  location  and  times  of  wor- 
ship of  Friends  in  the  area. 

One  meeting  prepared  and  presented  six 
TV  programs  on  Quakers;  and  in  a few 
cases,  the  press  and  radio  were  able  to 
cover  some  of  my  meetings.  I would  urge 
Friends  to  take  advantage  of  traveling 
Friends  and  future  Brinton  Visitors  to  ar- 
range media  coverage. 

An  amusing  incident  should  remind  us, 
however,  that  we  spell  out  our  words  and 
avoid  Quaker  alphabet  soup.  When  a 
news  release  announcing  one  of  my  meet- 
ings noted  that  I had  been  a C.O.  in  World 
War  II,  the  newspaper  proudly  announced 
that  I had  been  a Commanding  Officer! 
(A  correction  was  published  a day  or  so 
later.) 

Meetings  for  Business 
and  Good  Order 

Because  of  continuing  changes  taking 
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place  in  our  meetings,  care  needs  to  taken 
to  instruct  ourselves  in  clerking,  minute- 
taking, reaching  the  “sense  of  the  meet- 
ing” (not  consensus),  what  is  and  what  is 
not  to  be  included  in  the  agenda  of  a 
Meeting  for  Business.  I was  told  of  a 
number  of  incidents  where  good  order 
was  not  followed,  where  there  was  confu- 
sion in  distinguishing  the  differences  be- 
tween unity  and  unanimity — all  resulting 
in  unhappiness  and,  on  a few  occasions, 
resignations. 

Preoccupation  with  property  upkeep, 
the  color  of  the  rug,  or  curtains  on  the 
window  may  reveal  a lack  of  community. 
I am  sure  that  God  does 
not  care  very  much 
about  these  mundane 
matters.  There  are 
some  things  that  we 
simply  must  leave  to 
committees  and  be 
grateful  for  and  accept 
their  decisions.  I also 
learned  of  unresolved 
personality  conflicts 
that  sometimes  result  in 
good  order  not  being 
followed.  Unfortunate- 
ly, we  sometimes  do 
not  do  very  well  when 
conflicts  surface  and 
we  need  to  do  our 
homework  in  conflict 
resolution. 

Relationship 
Between  Yearly  and 
Monthly  Meetings 
During  the  course  of  the  year  I have  vis- 
ited Friends  Meetings  in  New  England, 
Philadelphia  and,  more  recently,  in  the 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  area.  I was 
interested  in  discovering  what  we  can 
learn  about  “church  governance”  and  es- 
pecially the  relationship  between  the 
yearly  meeting  and  monthly  meetings  and 
worship  groups.  In  New  England,  for  in- 
stance, the  ministry  and  oversight  com- 
mittee is  made  up  of  representatives  from 
each  monthly  meeting  as  well  as  officers 
and  at-large  members. 

All  items  that  come  before  North  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  must  be  seasoned  by 
the  local  meeting.  There  was  only  one 
item  that  came  to  the  floor  from  an  inter- 
est group:  the  proposal  to  receive  funds  to 


rebuild  Black  churches  in  the  South. 
Because  of  this  process,  there  are 
much  fewer  items  coming  to  the  busi- 
ness sessions  in  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  than  is  the  practice  here.  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  might  want  to 
take  a look  at  our  governance  to  see  if 
ways  can  be  found  to  strengthen  rela- 
tionships between  our  local  and 
yearly  meetings. 

The  Importance  of  Visits 
Although  Quarterly  Meeting’s  Min- 
istry and  Counsel  members  do  make 
visits  to  local  meetings  when  prob- 
lems arise,  there  are  few  Friends 
called  to  traveling  ministry  other  than 
the  occasional 
Brinton  visitor. 
Time  and  again  I 
have  heard  the 
observation  and 
plea:  “Our  Meet- 
ing is  in  transi- 
tion. One  of  our 
problems  is  ag- 
ing. Leaders  are 
moving  away. 
Many  attenders 
and  few  members 
need  seasoned 
and  experienced 
Friends.  We  need 
and  welcome  vis- 
its.” 

The  Brinton 
Visitor  program 
is  a small  but  wel- 
come approach  to  this 
concern.  In  the  past 
year,  the  three  inde- 
pendent Yearly  Meetings  raised 
about  $5,000  to  release  Marge  Abbott 
to  visit  in  Intermountain  and  for  me  to 
visit  in  Pacific  and  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  I hope  that  we  can 
fund  more  Friends  to  carry  on  this 
work  throughout  the  year.  One  of  our 
former  visitors  felt  that  this  worth- 
while program  was  too  much  of  a 
strain  on  the  visitor. 

Dear  Friends,  these  are  some  of  my 
observations  and  thoughts  on  this  last 
year’s  Brinton  visits.  I want  to  thank 
the  Yearly  Meeting  for  releasing  me 
for  this  ministry  and  pray  that  many 
other  Friends  may  be  released  so  that 
the  message  and  witness  of  Friends 
may  be  strengthened. 


“Play  it  again,  Sammy.  ” 

Bob  Vogel  shares  his  trained  flea. 

Staff  Photo 


WhAT  MAkES 


The  Society  of  Friends, 


also  known  as  the  Quakers, 
Question  authority  of  every  sort. 

They’ve  even  been  known 

to  second-guess  their  Maker 
And  protests  and  sit-ins  are  considered 
a sport. 

They  don’t  care  if  you’re  dipped 
or  sprinkled. 

You  can  talk  till  you’re  blue  in  the  face. 
But  sometimes  they’ll  listen 

to  white  hairs  and  wrinkles. 

It  may  make  them  think 

of  the  Ancient  of  Days. 

Chorus: 

No,  you  don ’t  have  to  be  eighty,  Friend, 
to  be  considered  a weighty  Friend, 

But  it  helps.  Lord  knows  it  does. 

Like  a fine,  aged  cheese, 

all  covered  with  mold. 

Friend  get  a whiff 

of  something  they  call  spiritual 
When  they  come  to  know 

a well-seasoned  Friend. 

Time  is  the  next-best  cure 

in  the  absence  of  miracles. 

So  if  you’re  looking  for  a spiritual  advisor. 
Better  look  for  a head 

with  at  least  some  gray  hairs. 

For  the  time-tested  combination 
of  older  and  wiser. 

Better  look  for  a face  that  shows 
a little  wear  and  tear. 

Chorus 

They  say  that  a thousand  years 
is  only  an  instant 

In  the  infinite,  eternal  mind  of  God. 

They  also  say  that  wisdom  of  the  ages 
Is  mostly  buried  six  feet  under  the  sod. 

So  listen  up  good  and  take  lots  of  notes 
When  you  see  an  elder  coming  your  way. 
‘Cause  in  this  gerontocracy  we  call 
the  Quakers, 

You  may  have  to  pass  for  wise 
one  of  these  days! 

— A song  composed  by  Doug  Gwynn  and 
sung  in  country-western  style  at  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting  in  the  summer  of 
1996. 
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By  Diane  Pasta,  Salmon  Bay 

When  I hear  the  word  “save,”  1 won- 
der what  I am  being  saved  from  or  saved 
for?  In  a religious  context,  we  often  are 
talking  about  being  saved  from  death  or 
hell,  for  life  everlasting,  in  heaven. 

When  I think  about  laughter,  I think  of 
something  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
grave.  When  we  talk  about  “treating 
things  too  gravely,”  what  is  being  sug- 
gested? How  often  have  you  heard  the 
phrase,  “Laugh  in  the  face  of  death”? 
Laughter,  or  treating  ourselves  lightly,  is 
surely  the  best  way  to  be  saved  from  ex- 
cess gravity.  Until  we  invent  an  anti- 
gravity machine,  that  is. 

But  escaping  the  grave,  in  the  sense  of 
death,  is  not  really  my  greatest  day-to-day 
fear.  It  isn’t  that  I don't  like  the  idea  of 
being  saved  from  death,  from  the  grave.  I 
have  a healthy  preference  for  life  over 
death.  But  that  isn’t  my  ultimate  fear 
most  of  the  time.  Like  most  people,  what 
I really  fear  is  public  embarrassment.  Ac- 
cording to  psychological  studies,  most 
people  say  that  they  “would  rather  die” 
than  be  embarrassed  publicly.  I'm  making 
progress  in  being  freed  from  that  fear; 
otherwise,  I wouldn’t  be  sharing  this  with 
you!  What  ways  do  you  know  of  to  deal 
with  embarrassment  or  fear  of  it?  Besides 
dying,  either  literally  or  figuratively? 
Laughter,  of  course. 

What  laughter  ultimately  saves  us 
from  is  not  death  or  embarrassment  but 
fear.  Perhaps  that  is  why  the  first  thing 
that  angels  always  say  is,  “Fear  not.” 

What  is  it  that  the  Bible  tells  us  about 
fear?  “The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pur- 
sueth:  but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a lion” 
(Proverbs  28:1).  “The  fear  of  man 
bringeth  a snare:  but  whoso  putteth  his 
trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  safe”  (Proverbs 
29:25).  “Fear  ye  not  therefore:  ye  are  of 


more  value  than  many  sparrows” 
(Matthew  10:31).  “There  is  no  fear  in 
love,  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear:  be- 
cause fear  hath  torment.  He  that  feareth 
not  is  made  perfect  in  love”  (1  John 
4:18).  “The  One  whose  throne  is  in 
heaven  laughs”  (Psalm  2:4). 

Fear  (we  are  told)  holds  us  back  from 
boldness,  safety,  value,  perfect  love, 
power.  Fear  has  taught  me  many  lessons 
in  my  life.  My  fears  around  my  disability 

Laughter  is  a symptom  of  the 
deep  joy  we  feel  when  we  are 
in  a state  of  grace,  that  is, 
when  we  are  free  from  the 
grave.  Playfulness  and 
laughter  arise  when  we  are 
experiencing  our  full  aliveness 


teach  me  boldness.  Fears  that  I am  unlov- 
able taught  me  to  embrace  forgiveness, 
that  I might  allow  God’s  love  in.  So 
much  of  my  life  has  been  spent  grieving 
the  moment  past,  untasted.  When  I dis- 
covered that  I had  cancer  and  had  to  face 
my  mortality,  I became  determined  to  live 
more  wholeheartedly,  and  to  choose  bold 
living,  living  with  faith  and  with  trust, 
over  fearful  safety.  I wanted  to  embrace 
life,  defy  my  fears  of  loss.  This  means  to 
me  tasting  , savoring  this  moment  without 
dividing  that  experience  with  grief  (for 
the  past)  or  fear  (of  the  future).  Thus  the 
result  of  my  experience  of  being  freed 
from  fear  (of  death  and  of  everyday  life) 
was  to  be  more  full  of  joy  in  the  present 
moment.  I was  more  likely  to  forgive  my- 
self past  errors,  less  likely  to  try  to  control 
the  fearful  future. 

Living  fully  in  the  present  is  a direct 
result  of  being  freed  from  my  fears.  I 
don't  consistently  accomplish  this,  but 


when  I do,  it  feels  like  a state  of  grace.  I 
laugh  more. 

Perhaps  this  is  where  we  have  be- 
come confused  about  laughter.  Laughter 
is  perhaps  not  the  cause  of  joy  or  a sense 
of  grace,  but  rather  a result  of  it.  Laugh- 
ter is  a symptom  of  the  deep  joy  we  feel 
when  we  are  in  a state  of  grace,  that  is, 
when  we  are  free  from  the  grave.  Play- 
fulness and  laughter  arise  when  we  are 
experiencing  our  full  aliveness  in  the  pre- 
sent moment.  It  is  what  we  are  saved  for. 

Do  you  know  the  song  “A  Chat  with 
Your  Mother”  all  about  the  use  of  the  “F- 
word”?  It  is  a way  of  holding  someone 
accountable,  with  a large  measure  of  hu- 
mor. Community  does  well  when  it  can 
do  both — elder  and  humor  one  another. 
Preferably  at  the  same  time.  A loving 
community,  where  we  feel  safe,  certainly 
helps  develop  a state  of  grace  and  a sense 
of  laughter.  How  does  laughter  help 
build  loving  community  that  supports  our 
spiritual  growth? 

Let  me  tell  you  a familiar  biblical 
story  revised  for  my  own  purposes.  The 
disciples  are  in  a boat,  crossing  to  the 
other  side.  The  wind  was  strong  and  the 
sea  was  getting  rough.  They  had  rowed 
three  or  four  miles  when  they  saw  Jesus 
walking  on  the  water.  They  were  very 
much  afraid.  “Have  courage,  it  is  I.  Be 
not  afraid.”  So  they  felt  relieved  of  their 
fear.  This  brought  them  laughter,  and 
they  felt  light  and  walked  on  the  water 
with  the  Christ. 

This  is  my  metaphorical  desire.  The 
image  is  one  that  I have  identified  with 
for  a long  time.  Sometimes  I have  a vi- 
sion, and  I am  eager  to  leap  from  the 
safety  of  the  community  boat  to  follow  it. 

When  I am  on  the  water,  I look  back 
and  see  the  faces  of  fear  and  disbelief 
among  my  loved  ones,  my  community  of 
faith.  I am  afraid  and,  sinking,  return  to 
(“Laughter,  " continued  on  page  76) 
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Ifews  of  Friends 


Burundi 

David  Niyonzima,  a Quaker  pastor  and 
peacemaker  from  Burundi,  toured  the 
United  States,  including  Los  Angeles  and 
the  West,  September  12 — October  25, 
1996,  to  raise  awareness  about  peace 
concerns  in  his  country.  Niyonzima  issued 
the  following  appeal  on  behalf  of  his 
native  land: 

“My  Quaker  tradition  and  participation 
in  Friends  activities  acquainted  me  with 
peace  issues.  I later  felt  that  God  was 
calling  me  into  the  ministry  of  promoting 
peace. 

“Since  October,  1993,  Burundi  has 
lived  in  crisis.  The  social  fabric  is  being 
torn  asunder,  and  the  politico-ethnic 
conflicts  take  daily  victims.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  thirty  people  die  every  day. 
Burundians  live  in  constant  fear  and 
without  hope  for  tomorrow. 

“In  the  face  of  a situation  that  is  quickly 
getting  worse,  it  is  imperative  that 
people — both  in  Burundi  and  outside  the 
country — take  immediate  action. 

“Although  killings  and  inhuman  actions 
have  been  taking  place  in  an  alarming 
way,  there  are  some  sincere  pacifists  in  the 
country  who  are  working  to  promote 
peace  and  reconciliation.  They  need 
massive  material  and  moral  support  to 
restore  dialogue,  bringing  together  all 
ethnic  groups.” 

“We  need  funds  for  peacemaking  and 
peacebuilding  activities,  which  include 
translating  peace  and  reconciliation  mat- 
erials into  Kirundi  and  Kinyarwanda, 
training  other  peace  workers  in  recon- 
ciliation processes,  providing  transport  to 
“hot  spots”  where  confrontations  are 
taking  place,  staffing  and  equipping  our 
peace  center,  and  providing  emergency 
assistance.” 

To  obtain  more  information,  or  to  make 
a contribution,  contact: 

AFSC/Burundi  Peace  Fund 
Development  Department 
1501  Cherry  Street 
Philadelphia  PA  19102-1479 


Russia 

Julie  Harlow  of  Davis  Meeting  gave  the 
following  report  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing: 

Friends  House  Moscow  is  open! 
What  does  this  mean?  We  are  no  longer 
Interim.  Friends  Flouse  Moscow  exists 
within  a building.  The  Governing  Board 
of  Friends  House  Moscow,  a legal  charita- 
ble corporation,  met  June  22nd  to  25th 
with  Elbe  Huffman  clerking.  Fourteen 
Friends  from  the  U.S.A,  Britain,  Norway, 
Moscow,  and  St.  Petersburg  worked  to- 
gether in  several  languages  within  the 
walls  of  the  three-room  flat  in  Moscow. 
We  scrutinized  our  finances,  discovering 
that  we  were  operating  below  budget  and 
have  in  hand  the  $70,000  needed  for  the 
first  year’s  operation.  (Your  giving  has 
been  generous-don ’t  stop!)  We  ratified 
the  appointment  of  two  full-time  represen- 
tatives (staff):  Galina  Orlova  from 

Moscow,  and  Bonnie  Grotjahn  from  the 
US.  We  discussed  and  formed  policy  re- 
garding the  focus  of  the  work  to  be  done. 

On  a more  personal  note,  let  me  say  that 
my  journey  to  Moscow  in  June  was  quite 
a bit  longer  than  I had  expected.  It  be- 
came a journey  in  time. 

As  Ellie  Huffman  and  I struggled  with 
suitcases  filled  with  donated  books  on  and 
off  busses  and  subways  and  through  the 
busy  streets  of  Moscow  to  reach  the  yel- 
low brick  building  that  contains  the  flat 
known  to  us  as  Friends  House  Moscow,  I 
thought  about  how  long  this  vision  has 
taken  to  become  a reality. 

I don’t  mean  just  the  five  years  that 
PYM  Friends  have  been  working  on  this 
specific  project.  I mean  the  sixty  five 
years  since  the  last  Friends'  Center  in 
Moscow  closed. 

When  I entered  our  flat  this  summer,  I 
was  greeted  by  our  current  staff.  I drank 
in  the  details  of  each  room  with  awesome 
joy  and  with  tremendous  appreciation  for 
all  of  you  who  have  made  this  possible. 
But  more  tangible  than  the  physical  struc- 
ture was  the  Spirit  surrounding  me:  the 


same  Spirit  that  led  so  many  Quakers  to 
witness  in  Russia  in  the  past. 

Their  tasks  required  vision  and 
tremendous  courage:  counseling  Peter 
the  Great  about  the  condition  of  the  serfs 
and  the  need  for  public  education;  inocu- 
lating Catherine  the  Great  against  small- 
pox; living  in  St.  Petersburg  for  thirty 
years,  draining  the  bogs  and  modeling 
land  reform  and  farming  techniques; 
and,  during  the  most  awful  period  of 
famines,  wars,  and  relocation,  working 
with  refugees  to  create  hospitals,  orphan- 
ages, schools,  and  cottage  industries. 
Then  there  were  the  two  British  Quaker 
ladies  who  maintained  until  1931  the  last 
presence  of  any  western  religious  organi- 
zation in  Moscow. 

You  and  I are  greatly  blessed  to  be 
links  in  the  chain  of  love  and  labor  that 
connects  this  rich  history,  today’s  work, 
and  tomorrow’s  hope. 

Returning  from  another  trip  to  Moscow 
in  October,  Julie  reports  that  the  land- 
lady may  try  to  sell  the  flat  where  Friends 
House  is  located.  A building  fund  to 
purchase  that  property  has  been  estab- 
lished. Donations  will  be  held  in  this  fund 
until  such  time  as  a purchase  is  possible. 
Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  East- 
West  Relations  Committee,  earmarked 
for  the  Building  Fund,  and  sent  to  Julie 
Harlow,  1163  Auburn  Drive,  Davis  CA 
95616. 


A children’s  book  project  called 
Lighting  Candles  in  the  Dark  is  being 
sponsored  by  Friends  United  Meeting, 
Friends  General  Conference  and  Quaker 
Former  Soviet  Union  Group.  A book  of 
true  stories  about  nonviolence  will  be 
published  in  a bilingual  Russian-English 
edition  for  wide  distribution,  especially 
in  English  language  classes.  Each  chapter 
will  be  accompanied  by  illustrations  from 
the  age  group  for  which  the  book  was 
written.  First-day  school  classes  or  young 
Friends  are  invited  to  ask  for  information 
packets.  For  more  information,  contact 
Janet  Riley,  1517  Nipomo  Street,  Los 
Osos,  CA  93402,  (805)  543-9597. 
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Peacemaking 
In  the  Former 
Yugoslavia 

By  David  Hartsough, 

San  Francisco 


During  the  summer  of  1996  I spent  eight 
weeks  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina,  Serbia,  Kosovo, 
and  Croatia.  It  was  all  too  apparent  that  the  peo- 
ple, all  the  people,  of  former  Yugoslavia,  have 
lost  this  war.  Four  million  people  have  fled  their 
homes,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  homes  were 
destroyed,  and  over  250,000  people  were 
killed.  The  economies  of  these  countries  have 
been  ruined,  and  there  are  very  few  jobs.  Most 
people  can  no  longer  travel.  The  wounds  of 
hurt,  pain  and  hatred  that  have  been  inflicted 
may  take  years  or  even  generations  to  heal.  The 
IFOR/NATO  troops  have  at  least  temporarily 
stopped  the  killing,  but  “ethnic  cleansing”  con- 
tinues. The  nationalist  parties  in  all  these  new 
nations  are  in  control  and  continue  to  exert  a 
major  influence  over  the  people  through  the 
media 

Despite  the  promises  of  Dayton  guaran- 
teeing Western  assistance  in  peace- 
building, little  help  has  been  forthcoming 
and  most  people  I met  do  not  believe  there 
will  be  long-term  peace  in  this  region. 

But  amid  all  the  tragedy  and  insanity 
following  this  horrible  war,  I found  some 
remarkable  examples  of  peacebuilding. 

In  Jajce,  a formerly  primarily  Moslem 
town  now  controlled  by  the  Croatian- 
Herzegovinian  government,  the  long-term 
residents  greet  each  other  if  no  govern- 
ment officials  are  nearby.  But  if  govern- 
ment officials  are  present,  they  cannot 
even  say  “hello”  since  this  would  be  seen 
as  hobnobbing  with  the  enemy.  In  this  sit- 
uation, the  Mennonites  and  Christian 
Peacemaker  Teams  are  providing  an  inter- 
national nonviolent  presence  to  help  keep 
the  extremists  from  destroying  Moslem 
homes  or  otherwise  stirring  up  the  pot  to 
encourage  more  ethnic  conflict  and  war- 
fare. 

In  Gornji  Vakuf,  also  on  the  Croat- 
ian/Moslem borderline  in  Bosnia,  a group 
of  international  volunteers  has  started  the 
Gomi  Vakuf  Reconstruction  Project.  This 
town  is  over  80%  destroyed  and  the  “front 
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line”  where  the  two  sides  fought  each 
other  for  years  is  totally  in  ruins.  Most 
people  from  the  two  sides  of  town  are 
afraid  to  go  across  the  front  line  to  visit 
their  old  friends  and  neighbors  on  the 
other  side.  The  Reconstruction  Project, 
which  has  some  support  from  the  UN 
Development  Program  and  the  Austrian 
government  as  well  from  as  Quakers 
and  other  private  groups,  has  developed 


Amid  all  the  tragedy  and 
insanity  following  this  horrible 
war,  I found  some  remarkable 
examples  of  peacebuilding. 

several  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of 
people  on  both  sides  of  the  line  and  in 
the  process  has  begun  to  bring  them 
back  together. 

The  Reconstruction  Project  has 
started  a women’s  center  on  the  front- 
line where  women  from  both  sides  feel 
safe  to  come.  It  has  also  opened  a 
youth  center  where  young  people  from 
both  sides  can  come  together  to  learn 
English  and  computer  skills,  and  there 
are  also  recreational  and  cultural  pro- 
grams. A program  has  been  started  in 
which  sixteen  men,  eight  from  each 
side,  have  learned  carpentry  and  build- 
ing skills.  They  are  now  working  to- 
gether to  rebuild  their  homes  and  in  the 
process  rebuild  their  community  (in 
more  ways  than  one).  These  projects 
seem  to  me  models  that  need  to  be  mul- 
tiplied in  thousands  of  communities  if 
there  is  to  be  a chance  for  lasting  peace 


in  Bosnia. 

In  Mostar,  which  was  also  horribly  de- 
stroyed by  the  war,  people  are  also  wary 
about  “crossing  the  line.”  I attended  a 
play  at  the  youth  center  put  on  by  young 
people  from  both  sides.  Their  play  with- 
out any  words  powerfully  portrayed  their 
experiences  from  the  war. 

In  the  city  where  the  historic  500-year- 
old  most  (bridge)  was  destroyed  during 
the  war,  young  people  from  different  parts 
of  the  Europe  have  started  Mladi  Most,  or 
“Young  Bridge.”  They  have  developed  a 
youth  center  where  young  people  from 
both  sides  can  “hang  out,”  do  photogra- 
phy, play  sports,  and  rebuild  the  commu- 
nity destroyed  during  the  war. 

In  Sarajevo  I met  a very  courageous 
man  named  Bozidar  (Gayo)  Sekulic  who 
is  developing  a Citizens  Alternative  Par- 
liament which  will  represent  the  people  of 
all  the  parts  of  Bosnia  who  are  committed 
to  creating  a democratic,  non-nationalistic 
and  peaceful  future  rather  than  allow 
their  fate  to  be  determined  by  the  ruling 
nationalistic  political  parties.  Gajo  would 
also  like  to  start  an  Institute  for  Peace, 
Democracy  and  Human  Rights  at  the  Uni- 
versity in  Sarajevo  to  help  educate  a new 
generation  of  political  leaders.  He  would 
like  to  find  a university  in  the  West  which 
would  like  to  co-sponsor  and  cooperate  in 
developing  this  institute. 

In  Serbia  I met  the  Women  in  Black 
who  have  been  courageously  demonstrat- 
ing every  week  for  over  four  years 
against  the  militarism  and  nationalism  of 
the  Serbian  government. 

I met  very  talented  journalists  who 
worked  with  WIN  (Weekly  Independent 
News)  who  are  trying  to  start  an  indepen- 
dent Television  station  in  Serbia.  Based 
on  their  previous  experience  with  WIN, 
the  most  popular  program  in  Serbia  be- 
fore it  was  shut  down  by  the  government, 
they  believe  they  could  reach  millions  of 
citizens  of  Serbia  with  the  truth  and  help 
counter  the  lies,  propaganda  and  national- 
ism of  the  Milosovic  government.  To  set 
up  this  TV  station,  buy  all  the  equipment, 
and  fund  operation  of  the  station  for  a 
year,  would  cost  about  $3  million,  or  less 
than  the  cost  of  one  tank — of  which  there 
are  many  hundreds  in  Bosnia.  Wouldn’t 
this  be  a better  investment  in  a future  of 
democracy  and  peace  in  former  Yu- 
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(“Peace,  ” continued  from  page  70) 
goslavia? 

I met  some  of  the  over 
100,000  courageous  young 
men  who  left  Serbia  or  went 
underground  rather  than  fight 
in  what  they  considered  an  im- 
perialistic war.  Finally,  I met 
some  of  the  courageous  vol- 
unteers with  Balkan  Peace 
Teams  who  in  both  Serbia  and 
Croatia  are  visiting  and  ac- 
companying local  peace  and 
human  rights  activists,  and 
supporting  their  initiatives  to 
work  for  peaceful,  democratic  and  multi- 
ethnic communities  and  societies. 

I want  to  say  a little  more  in  depth  . 
about  Kosovo  because  it  is  hardly  in  the 
consciousness  of  most  of  the  people  in 
the  world.  Although  90%  of  the  Koso- 
van population  is  Albanian  by  national- 
ity, the  political  power  is  all  held  by  the 
Serbian  government.  The  Serbian  gov- 
ernment abolished  the  Albanian  parlia- 
ment as  well  as  the  1974  Yugoslav  con- 
stitution which  granted  Kosovo  auton-  _ 
omy.  All  policemen  and  the  armed  forces 
are  Serbs.  Most  economic  power  is  held 
by  Serbs. 

Many  people  in  Kosovo  call  their  soci- 
ety “worse  than  apartheid.”  The  Albani- 
ans are  treated  as  second-class  citizens. 
Eighty  percent  of  Albanians  who  worked 
for  government  or  Serb  controlled  enter- 
prises were  fired  back  in  1990  and  have 
been  unemployed  ever  since.  This  in- 
cludes doctors,  nurses,  teachers,  profes- 
sors, workers  in  the  TV,  radio,  and  news- 
papers, etc.  The  schools  and  universities 
were  closed  to  Albanian  young  people,  the 
electronic  media  including  radio  and  TV 
are  now  all  controlled  by  Serbs.  Health 
care  centers  including  hospitals  are  closed 
to  Albanians.  There  are  gross  human 
rights  violations  including  beatings,  tor- 
ture, and  killings.  Many  consider  Kosovo 
a time  bomb  waiting  to  go  off. 

The  amazing  part  of  this  story  is  that 
there  is  a large  nonviolent  movement  in 
Kosovo  to  challenge  this  oppression. 
Adem  Demaci,  who  spent  28  years  in 
prison  for  his  political  beliefs  and  is  now 
the  President  of  the  Council  for  the  De- 
fense of  Human  Rights  in  Kosovo,  is  con- 
sidered by  many  the  Nelson  Mandela  of 
Kosovo.  He  has  the  same  spirit  and  belief 


Staff  and  volunteers  of  all  nationalities 
at  the  Peace  Center  in  Osizeh,  Croatia 


Many  people  in  Kosovo  called  their 
society  **worse  than  apartheid”  and 
“a  time  bomb  waiting  to  go  off.  ” 
The  amazing  part  of  this  story  is 
that  there  is  a large  nonviolent 
movement  to  challenge  this 
oppression. 

that  justice  will  prevail  over  injustice.  He 
is  also  an  ardent  proponent  of  active  non- 
violent struggle  to  gain  freedom  and  jus- 
tice for  the  Albanian  people. 

The  Albanians  have  organized  a paral- 
lel government  to  represent  the  needs  and 
interests  of  the  Albanian  population  since 
the  Serbian  government  does  not  do  so. 
They  have  an  alternative  tax  system 
which  funds  an  alternative  network  of 
schools,  and  a university  which  operates 
out  of  private  homes.  Only  at  the  pri- 
mary school  level  are  Albanian  children 
allowed  to  use  the  regular  school  build- 
ings, but  without  any  financial  support 
for  teachers,  school  books  and  supplies  or 
heating  in  the  winter.  (This  may  change 
according  to  a new  agreement  recently 
announced.) 

Because  all  medical  facilities  including 
hospitals  do  not  treat  Albanians,  a net- 
work of  “Mother  Teresa  medical  cen- 
ters” has  been  set  up  and  is  staffed  by 
Albanian  doctors  and  nurses  who  were 
fired  from  their  earlier  positions.  These 
professionals  donate  their  services  be- 
cause there  is  no  money  to  pay  them. 

Although  no  electronic  media  is  al- 
lowed under  Albanian  control,  there  are 
several  alternative  periodicals  including 


Koha  and  the  Albanian  daily  Bu- 
jku. 

The  Post  Pessimists  are  an 
energetic  group  of  Albanian  and 
Serbian  young  people  who  want 
to  help  create  a peaceful,  just 
and  democratic  future  for  them- 
selves and  their  families.  Un- 
fortunately, their  families,  and 
others  in  the  Serbian  commu- 
nity, have  put  a lot  of  pressure 
on  the  Serbian  young  people  in 
the  Post  Pessimists  not  to  associ- 
ate with  the  Albanians.  Thus  the 
group  is  now  mostly  Albanian. 
A group  called  the  Kosovo@Peace 
Group  which  is  made  up  of  Serbians  and 
.Albanians  is  concerned  about  creating 
dialogue  and  communication  between 
these  two  communities.  The  Serbians  in 
this  group  are  also  experiencing  consid- 
erable pressure  not  to  associate  with  Al- 
banians. 

Many  of  those  engaged  in  the  struggle 
for  justice  in  Kosovo  are  inviting  people 
in  the  international  community  to  come 
to  Kosovo  as  international  observers. 
These  observers  could  play  two  roles: 
first,  to  provide  an  international  presence 
and  accompany  the  people  in  their  non- 
violent struggle  and  discourage  human 
rights  abuses  and  violence  by  any  group. 
Second,  they  could  help  encourage  dia- 
logue and  communication  between  the 
Albanian  and  Serbian  people  and  com- 
munities since  communication  has  bro- 
ken down  almost  completely  between 
them. 

After  seeing  the  incredible  response 
of  the  international  community  to  the  vio- 
lence and  war  in  Bosnia,  I have  to  wonder 
why  the  international  community  has 
failed  to  respond  to  this  very  significant 
nonviolent  struggle  in  Kosovo.  Is  our 
message  that  they  have  to  resort  to  vio- 
lence to  get  international  attention?  Let’s 
hope  not!  One  woman  active  in  the  strug- 
gle put  it  very  clearly,  “Please  help  us 
save  the  peaceful  movement  in  Kosovo.” 
In  Croatia  I also  met  with  a number  of 
very  courageous  people  who  are  doing 
peace  building  and  groundwork  for  rec- 
onciliation among  people  who  were  at 
war.  I was  especially  impressed  with  the 
Osijek  Center  for  Peace,  Nonviolence 
and  Human  Rights  which  has  both  Croat- 
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Why  Not  Consensus? 

By  Marge  Abbott,  Multnomah 


What  difference  does  it  make  in  our  be- 
havior, in  our  hearts,  and  in  the  attitude  we 
bring  to  doing  business  together  if  we 
speak  of  “consensus”  or  if  we  look  to  the 
“sense  of  the  Meeting”  or  “unity”?  This 
peculiar  practice  of  ours  of  coming  to- 
gether in  the  Spirit  to  consider  how  we  in- 
teract with  one  another,  with  the  world,  and 
with  God  as  a community  is  crucial  to  who 
we  are  as  Friends.  This  is  the  place  where 
we  learn  about  bringing  the  stillness  of 
worship  into  the  busy-ness  of  our  lives. 
This  is  one  place  where  we  can  test  out  our 
leadings,  our  sense  of  the  work  God  has  for 
us  to  do,  the  practical  reality  of  what  it 
means  to  be  faithful  to  the  Holy  and  to  live 
in  the  Spirit.  Here  we  can  bring  our  under- 
standing of  compassion  and  justice  into  a 
community  of  people  who  join  in  the 
search  for  Truth. 

In  such  a community,  when  we  are  at- 
tuned to  the  voice  of  the  Holy,  a human 
voice  which  speaks  with  compassion  rings 
true.  When  we  seek  to  meld  worship  and 
business,  our  understanding  of  justice 
deepens.  In  a community  which  knows  of 
prayer  and  brings  its  conversations  with 
God  into  the  ordinary  stuff  of  life,  the  na- 
ture of  the  questions  we  ask  one  another 
changes  and  we  can  see  further  glimmers 
of  Truth.  Start  with  the  question  of  “Why 
consensus?”  Consensus  is  a good  practice, 
loften  advocate  it  in  many  situations.  I am 
sure  many  of  you  do  as  well.  Matthias 
Drake,  at  a consultation  at  Earlham  in 
1985,  gave  several  definitions  of  consen- 
sus: 

1 .  “A  decision  participated  in  by  all  the 
members  or  group  and  representing  the 
maximum  area  of  common  acceptance” 
(English  113). 

2.  “...a  decision  process  for  making  full 
use  of  available  resources  and  for  resolving 
conflict  creatively”  (Hall  54) 

3.  “Members  of  the  group  reach  substan- 
tial agreement,  not  necessarily  unanimity. 
In  consensus  seeking,  it  is  possible  to 
achieve  a solution  that  all  members  can  re- 
gard as  fair.  When  members  strive  for 


w 

hat  is  best  for  all,  rather  than  trying  to  tri- 
umph over  opponents,  they  fulfill  the 
highest  expectations  of  the  democratic 
tradition”  (Bradford  45). 

4.  “In  a consensus  system.  . . the  goal  of 
a meeting  is... the  articulation  of  the  spirit 
of  each  member  of  the  meeting  who 
wishes  to  be  heard... The  discovery  of  an 
expression  to  which  all  can  give  approval 
often  evolves  slowly.  The  chairman  of 
the  meeting  has  the  responsibility  for  try- 
ing to  state  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that 
emerges  from  the  discussion”  (Earlham 
110-11). 

In  practice,  consensus  often  describes 
the  way  we  do  business  together.  Hugh 
Doncaster  spoke  to  the  limitation  of  con- 
sensus: 

“But  the  Quaker  method  is  not  simply 
a technique:  it  is  a faith  which  finds  ex- 
pression in  a method.  The  method  with- 
out the  faith  will  work  so  long  as  differ- 
ences are  not  too  great,  but  may  then 
break  down.  The  essential  safeguard 
against  such  breakdown  amongst  Friends 
is  the  faith  that  God  is  and  that  faithful 
following  of  such  light  as  we  have  seen 
will  lead  into  realizable  unity”  (73). 

Compassion,  Truth,  Integrity 
Unity  and  the  “sense  of  the  Meeting” 
are  about  aiming  at  something  other  that 
“what  is  best  for  all.”  Seeking  Unity 
rather  than  consensus  becomes  crucial 
when  we  are  considering  new  ways  of 
acting  out  our  testimonies,  or  in  times 
when  strong  emotions  or  divisive  ques- 
tions are  before  us.  In  the  more  day-to- 
day  process,  we  create  patterns  of  work- 
ing together.  When  we  hit  the  hard  spots, 
and  our  easy  interactions  are  challenged, 
these  patterns  can  influence  how  we  re- 
spond. Do  we  reflexively  turn  to  negoti- 
ation, to  compromise,  to  practical  busi- 
ness decisions  or  to  prayer? 

One  way  to  speak  of  the  distinctive  na- 
ture of  our  business  process  is  to  say  that 
in  doing  business  together,  as  in  all  else 
each  one  of  us  does,  we  seek  to  respond 


Marge  Abbot  is  author  of  the  Pendle  Hill 
Pamphlet  entitled  An  Experiment  in  Faith: 
Quaker  Women  Transcending  Differences 
and  is  currently  at  work  on  an  anthology  of 
early  Quaker  women  writers. 

to  the  still,  small  voice  of  God,  to  the  In- 
ward Light.  Early  Friends  knew  that  life 
can  be  lived  in  accord  with  divine  lead- 
ing, we  can  be  a community  of  mystics. 
They  also  knew  that  it  is  easy  to  be  misled 
and  that  feelings  can  deceive  us  when  we 
don’t  understand  their  source.  They  de- 
veloped a number  of  ways  to  describe 
what  it  means  to  live  in  the  Light  and 
ways  to  help  one  another  be  faithful  to 
that  Light.  The  practice  of  doing  business 
together  in  a spirit  of  worship  is  one  such 
way.  What  does  it  look  like  in  practice  to 
follow  the  way  of  God?  It  is  means  our 
decisions  are  shaped  by  Compassion  and 
reflect  the  search  for  Truth,  and  that  our 
actions  speak  with  Integrity. 

Compassion  is  natural.  Compassion 
is  the  simplest,  most  joyful  thing  in  the 
world  when  we  are  attuned  to  God.  Com- 
passion is  also  a complex,  difficult  con- 
cept to  live  when  we  focus  on  it  solely 
from  a rational  and  practical  perspective. 
This  is  one  place  “consensus”  can  fall 
short  with  its  emphasison  the  rational  and 
the  “best  practical  decision  for  all.” 
Compassion  may  lead  us  someplace 
which  is  not  at  all  practical. 

Compassion  is  reflected  in  our  busi- 
ness method  in  two  ways.  First,  is  in  our 
response  to  others  in  the  room.  How  do 
we  listen  to  what  they  have  to  say?  Do  we 
dismiss  what  is  said  because  we  “know” 
that  Mary  Sue  always  has  a certain 
agenda?  Do  we  give  the  whole  question 
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short  shrift  because  we  see  a quicker,  eas- 
ier way  to  do  things  and  don’t  have  pa- 
tience for  all  this  endless  discussion?  In  a 
very  different  direction,  do  we  let  some- 
one ramble  on  and  on  in  the 
wrong  direction,  thinking  it 
would  be  unkind  to  stop 
them? 

There  are  many  such 
questions  which  probably 
arise  at  each  business  meet- 
ing. Part  of  knowing  that 
this  is  a sacred  time  is  to 
respond  to  each  other  and  to 
the  subject  of  discussion  out 
of  prayer,  not  forgetting  all 
we  know  of  practical  busi- 
ness sense,  but  tempering  it 
with  a deep  compassion. 

Compassion  should  also 
shape  our  decisions  as  a 
group.  Often,  as  clerk,  1 ^ 
have  used  the  phrase,  “Are  > 

Friends  comfortable?” 
when  we  are  making  a deci- 
sion together.  The  more  I 
reflect  on  our  business  pro- 
cess and  the  more  deeply  I 
am  attuned  to  the  mystical 
and  to  my  relationship  with 
God,  the  more  I know  that  is 
not  the  question  we  should 
be  asking  of  ourselves. 

Sometimes  what  we  are 
asked  to  do  in  reaching  out 
to  others  is  anything  but  “comfortable”  in 
a conventional  sense.  Acting  out  of  com- 
passion is  not  always  easy  for  us  as  indi- 
viduals. It  may  disrupt  my  life,  require 
that  I deal  with  difficult  people.  It  may 
mean  I give  up  doing  something  I enjoy 
in  order  to  better  reach  out  to  others  and 
relieve  their  suffering. 

When  we  are  wrestling  with  hard  deci- 
sions, we  are  seeking  for  that  deep,  in- 
ward sense  of  peace  which  comes  of  God, 
not  an  outward  comfort. 

For  me.  Truth  with  a capital  “T”  is  an 
inadequate  way  of  referring  to  the  pro- 
found mystery  that  is  at  the  core  of  cre- 
ation. Truth  is  beyond  all  knowing.  Truth 
is  present  with  us  everyday  and  filters 
through  into  all  the  mundane  tasks  of 
each  hour  if  we  only  look  for  it.  Truth  is 
about  the  reality  which  is  more  than  any 
of  us  can  know  fully.  Truth  is  what  we 


reach  for  and  find  to  a surprising  degree 
when  our  worship  is  truly  gathered,  in 
the  hour  of  silence  and  as  we  do  business 
together. 

We,  as  Friends,  are  Seekers,  seekers 


after  Truth.  We  are  not  seekers  after 
compromise  and  making  sure  everyone 
gets  a little  piece  of  the  pie.  We  wrestle 
with  the  nature  of  Truth  each  time  we 
deal  with  our  testimonies  and  what  they 
mean  in  practical  terms.  We  seek  Truth 
each  time  we  weigh  what  we  are  doing 
against  the  basics  of  justice,  compassion, 
mercy,  equality,  integrity,  and  peace. 
We  acknowledge  the  centrality  of  Truth 
each  time  we  step  back  and  realize  that 
we  are  short-sighted  and  arguing  over 
the  wrong  questions. 

The  last  point  I want  to  mention  is 
Integrity.  Integrity  is  about  having  our 
“aye  be  aye”  and  our  “nay  be  nay”;  it  is 
about  our  testimony  on  oaths,  but  I also 
see  integrity  as  being  about  bringing  our 
hearts,  minds,  souls,  and  bodies  into 
alignment  with  the  Spirit,  with  the  In- 
ward Christ.  By  living  with  Integrity,  we 


are  reaching  towards  wholeness,  spiritual 
maturity,  and  obedience  to  God  — all  as- 
pects of  what  early  Friends  spoke  of  as 
“perfection.”  By  considering  integrity 
more  broadly  and  in  the  context  of  whole- 
ness it  challenges  us  to  know  our- 
^ selves  fully  and  honestly — to  be 
^ aware  of  our  weaknesses  and  our 
strengths  and  not  get  hung  up  on 
p either  of  them.  It  calls  us  to  admit 
when  we  are  wrong.  It  also  calls 
I us  to  be  clear  when  we  feel  some- 
? thing  is  right  and  hold  to  it,  not  in 
? a pushy,  aggressive  way,  but  with 
^ a combination  of  patience  and 
,■  listening  for  further  guidance.  In- 
,,  tegrity  calls  us  to  take  responsi- 
I bility  for  our  own  actions  and  our 
« own  words.  Integrity  also  means 
^ that  we  must  be  totally  honest 
I with  ourselves  as  to  whether  what 
I'  we  think  is  right  is  coming  from 
I our  own  desires  or  is  truly  com- 
ing from  the  deep  center  that  is  of 
God.  When  we  do  business  to- 
gether as  a community,  as  a peo- 
■ pie  of  God,  integrity  also  calls  us 
to  take  responsibility  for  the  deci- 
^ sions  of  the  whole  community.  In 
f practical  terms  this  means  we 
cannot  sit  in  a business  meeting, 
watching  what  is  going  on, 
silently  disagreeing,  then  leaving 
the  room  saying,  “That  was  a 
wrong  decision,  I don't  have  to 
pay  any  attention  to  it.” 

If  we  truly  seek  to  be  a community  to- 
gether and  to  do  business  together  in  the 
Spirit,  then  each  one  of  us  has  a part  and 
each  one  of  us  is  bound  by  what  we  do. 

Works  Cited 

Bradford,  Leland  P.,  Making  Decisions 
Work,  A Guide  for  Leaders  and  Group 
Members.  University  Associates:  La 
Jolla,  CA,  1976. 

Doncaster,  Hugh,  Quaker  Organization 
and  Business  Meetings.  Study  Paper  No. 
32,  London:  Friends  Home  Service  Com- 
mittee. 

English,  Horace  B.  and  Ava  Chamney,  A 
Comprehensive  Dictionary  of  Psycholog- 
ical and  Psychoanalytical  Terms.  New 
York:  Longmans,  Green,  and  Co.,  1958. 
Hall,  Jay.  “Decision,  Decisions,  Deci- 
sions.” Psychology  Today.  November 
1971. 


'jt.-iig-JjuaitfT-iarwTtr'' 


We  are  seekers 

not  for  God,  for  the  Holy  One  knows  us  before 
we  are  formed  in  our  mother's  womb  and  is 
always  with  us. 

We  wait,  not  for  words,  but  for  a stillness  of 
heart  which  reaches  out  more  fully  than 
words. 

We  attend,  not  bound  by  our  individual  wants 
and  needs,  but  reaching  to  the  wonder  and 
strength  of  Truth. 

We  act  out  of  the  Unity  which  crosses  through 
our  disagreements,  breaking  hearts  open  to 
compassion. 

"Behold,  I am  doing  a new  thing:  now  it  rises 
up.  Do  you  not  perceive  it?"  (Isa.  43:19) 

Words  full  of  promise  and  of  the  unexpected, 
visible  in  the  stillness  of  heart. 

"In  quietness  and  confidence  will  be  your 
strength.. . . Your  ears  shall  hear  a word  be- 
hind you,  saying,  'This  is  the  way,  walk  in  it. '" 
(Isa.  30:15,21) 

When  we  can  feel  the  deep  peace  reverberat- 
ing in  the  cadences  of  our  words,  when  we 
look  to  guidance  by  something  greater  than 
ourselves,  we  have  been  found. 


i 


Page  73 


Friends  Bulletin  — December,  1996 


How  Do  Friends  Divide  and  Multiply? 

By  Robert  Schutz,  Redwood  Forest 


With  difficulty. 

Whenever  the  subject  of  division  is 
brought  up,  voices  are  raised  in 
opposition.  Friends  want  to  see  their 
friends  every  time  they  meet.  Never  mind 
that  the  facilities  are  inadequate,  there  is 
no  place  to  leave  children’s  materials,  the 
meeting  room  is  bursting,  new  attenders 
are  discouraged,  the  place  is  out  of  the 
way,  the  weather  is  bad,  or  we  waste  gas 
getting  there.  Holdouts  for  the  status  quo 
will  continue  to  object.  This  is  true  at 
whatever  level  we  meet:  monthly, 

quarterly  or  yearly. 

The  only  way  we  seem  to  be  able  to 
overcome  our  inertia  is  for  a group  of  us 
within  a too-large  meeting  to  break  away 
and  establish  a new  worship  group, 
meeting,  or  place.  This  has  been  our 
experience  in  Strawberry  Creek,  Apple 
Seed,  North  Pacific,  and  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meetings.  We  haven’t  yet  made  it 
in  College  Quarterly,  Palo  Alto,  San 
Francisco,  or  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

If  we  were  more  rational  about  this 
instead  of  being  led  by  our  feelings,  we 
would  formulate  guidelines  for  ourselves 
on  the  size  of  our  meetings,  and  look 
forward  to  growth,  rather  than  backward 
to  nostalgia.  I don’t  think  I have  ever 
heard  Friends  discuss  the  optimum  size  of 
their  meetings,  be  they  monthly, 
quarterly,  or  yearly.  Yet  I suspect  that 
some  are  too  large.  For  example,  I once 
heard  a miracle  of  authoritarian  discipline 
enforced  at  the  2,000-member  London 
Yearly  Meeting.  This  did  not  seem  to  me 
particularly  Friendly.  Friends  submitted 
meekly  to  the  tyranny  of  the  microphone; 
what  else  was  there  to  do? 

Size  has  its  attributes,  particularly  in 
terms  of  prestige  and  authority.  It  does  not 
give  one  the  sense  of  intimacy,  or  allow 
friendships  to  bloom  easily  over  large 
distances.  Do  we  get  a much  greater 
feeling  of  closeness  to  each  other  in  a 
Yearly  Meeting  with  500  attenders?  What 
happens  to  concepts  of  simplicity  and 
“small  is  beautiful?” 

What  a difference  it  would  make  if  we 
started  discussions  on  where  we  meet  with 
a decision  on  how  big  we  want  to  be. 
Then  we  might  be  able  to  serve  the 
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environment  and  provide  the  diversity  of 
membership  we  praise.  I suggest  that  we 
set  our  own  limits;  then,  when  our 
Meetings  approach  these  numbers,  we 
divide  and  multiply. 

Redwood  Forest’s  recent  growth  fits 
the  pattern  of  our  reluctance,  with  special 
circumstances.  We  had  been  meeting  at 
the  Friends  House  library,  which  was  too 
small.  Children’s  facilities  were  inad- 
equate and  allowed  no  storage.  New 
couples  with  children  came  once  and  left, 
or  never  came  at  all.  We  were  a grown, 
not  a growing.  Meeting,  with  no  way  to 
expand,  or  even  contain  our  needs.  These 
disadvantages  led  a few  to  spearhead  the 
search  for  land  and  our  own  meeting- 
house. A number  of  the  older  people 
living  at  Friends  House  could  see  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall — many  couldn’t 
easily  get  to  a Meeting  that  was  five  miles 
away.  We  managed  to  skirt  these 
objections  to  change,  which  were  seldom 
voiced  because  the  inadequacies  of  the 
meeting  place  at  Friends  House  were  so 
apparent. 

Now  that  we  have  moved,  we  have 
many  new  families,  many  children,  and 
meetings  for  worship  that  strain  the 
facilities  of  the  new  meetinghouse.  We 
already  need  to  apply  our  criteria,  if  we 
have  any,  for  dividing  the  meeting  again! 

Meanwhile,  we  have  a group  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  still  at  Friends  House  who  meet 
for  worship  in  the  library  every  First  Day 
morning  at  the  same  time  as  the  meeting 
on  Guemeville  Road.  If  any  residents  of 
Friends  House  wish  to  attend  meetings  at 
Guemeville  Road,  we  provide  them  with 
free  lift  van  service,  wheel  chair 
accessible.  Requests  are  infrequent,  and 
the  facilities  are  Friends  House  are  no 
longer  strained. 

Friend  often  find  it  hard  to  recognize 
that  growth  sometimes  involves  pain  as 
well  as  advantage.  We  continue  to  justify 
our  lack  of  growth  as  a Yearly  Meeting 
(six  individual  members  in  ten  years!)  by 
saying  our  way  of  worship  appeals  to 
only  a few. 

Contrast  our  inertia  with  George  Fox’s 
vision  that  “there  is  a great  people  to  be 
gathered.” 


(“Peacemaking,  " continued  from  page  71) 

have  active  volunteers  teaching  conflict 
resolution  in  the  schools,  and  are  organiz- 
ing teams  to  work  in  the  communities 
where  people  of  Croatian  and  Serbian  na- 
tionalities will  be  living  together  in  Slavo- 
nia and  in  the  Krajina.  These  teams  will  be 
made  up  of  volunteers  (both  local  and  in- 
ternational) skilled  in  peace-making  and 
peace-building.  These  kinds  of  projects  are 
crucial  if  the  thousands  of  refugees  and 
displaced  persons  are  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity (guaranteed  by  the  Dayton  accords)  to 
return  to  their  home  communities. 

With  IFOR  troops  scheduled  to  leave 
in  the  not  too  distant  future  and  the  UN 
financially  bankrupt,  wouldn’t  this  be  a 
good  time  to  recmit,  train,  and  field  hun- 
dreds (or  even  thousands)  of  international, 
nonviolent  volunteers  to  accompany  these 
refugees  back  to  their  home  communities? 
They  could  then  continue  to  be  present  in 
these  communities  to  let  the  people  know 
the  world  is  watching  and  supporting  a re- 
turn to  peaceful  and  multi-national  com- 
munities in  former  Yugoslavia.  This 
would  cost  a tiny  fraction  of  what  the 
IFOR  and  NATO  and  UN  troops  have  cost 
and  their  skills  in  peace-building  and 
peace-making  would  probably  be  much 
more  useful  than  the  skills  of  how  to  be  a 
good  soldier! 

Several  NGO's  and  UN  personnel  work- 
ing with  refugees  wanting  to  return  to  their 
home  communities  are  inviting  interna- 
tional nonviolent  peacemaking  teams  to 
respond  to  this  need  and  opportunity.  I 
hope  that  the  international  community  can 
respond  to  these  urgent  requests  for  non- 
violent accompaniment  in  a much  more 
timely  fashion  than  it  took  to  respond  to 
the  bombing  of  Sarajevo.  Please  contact 
Peaceworkers  if  you  would  like  to  respond 
to  this  historic  challenge  and  opportunity. 


David  Hartsough  is  Executive  Director  of 
Peaceworkers  and  a member  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Friends  Meeting.  He  has  led  or  par- 
ticipated in  nonviolent  peacemaking  ef- 
forts in  the  US,  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Mexico,  Cuba,  the  Philip- 
pines, Yugoslavia,  Germany  and  Russia. 
PEACEWORKERS  721  Shrader  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94117  email  PEACE- 
WORKERS@igc.  ape.  org. 
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Southern  California 
Quarterly  Meeting 

By  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma 

The  fall  session  of  Southern  California 
Quarterly  Meeting  explored  the  question: 
“How  do  our  Quaker  beliefs  set  us  free?” 
This  question  raised  many  others, 
including:  “Free  to  do  what?  Free  to 
respond  to  that  of  God  in  others  as  well  as 
ourselves?  Free  to  offer  and  use  our 
gifts?  Free  to  be  vulnerable  with  each 
other,  to  take  a risk  and  present  a leading, 
even  though  it  may  take  a year  or  more  of 
seasoning  by  others,  no  less,  to  come  to 
fruition?  Do  we  trust  that  what  we  claim 
to  have  faith  in,  our  corporate  way  of 
worship  and  doing  business,  really 
works?” 

Such  questions  provided  food  for 
thought  and  self-examination,  while 
challenging  us  to  risk  acting  on  our  faith. 

The  Peace  and  Social  Order 
Committee  of  SCQM  focused  on  prison 
concerns  through  a panel  of  speakers 
addressing  the  Friends  Committee  on 
Legislation  of  California,  the  Alter- 
natives to  Violence  Project,  Prison 
Visitation  Service  and  Restorative  Just- 
ice. 

Because  one  Monthly  Meeting  and 
two  worship  Groups  have  considered  or 
actually  laid  themselves  down  in  the  past 
year,  the  Ministry  and  Counsel  Com- 
mittee of  SCQM  have  developed  a 
“Procedure  for  Laying  Down  a Meeting.” 
There  is  concern  that  any  Meeting  having 
difficulty  sustaining  itself  be  free  to 
approach  SCQM  for  assistance,  and 
conversely  that  if  SCQM  becomes  aware 
of  significant  problems  in  the  ongoing 
viability  of  a Meeting,  it  should  approach 
the  Meeting  to  clarify  the  situation. 

At  a local  level,  Marloma  Long  Beach 
was  delighted  to  host  three  guests  and 
speakers  from  AFSC  in  November.  Kitty 
Barragato  updated  us  on  some  of  the 
organization's  efforts  to  encourage 
democracy  in  Haiti,  to  introduce  concepts 
of  non-violent  conflict  resolution  in  the 
Middle  East,  Central  America,  and 


Eastern  Europe,  and  to  establish 
channels  of  communication  with  North 
Korea.  Regional  Director  Judy 
Samuels  spoke  to  the  issues  with  which 
AFSC  deals  in  the  Pacific  Southwest: 
peace  and  militarization  issues,  social 
Justice,  economic  justice,  and  issues  of 
youth.  The  treatment  of  immigrants 
continues  to  be  of  serious  concern  in 
the  Southwest,  along  with  indigenous 
people’s  rights,  water  rights,  the  death 
penalty,  and  other  matters  calling  for 
needed  attention.  Anthony  Manousos, 
the  new  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin,  also 
visited  on  November  24. 

Orange  County  is  dealing  with  a 
concern  closer  to  home  at  the  moment: 
the  need  for  a new  site.  They  have 
been  advised  they  must  move  from 
their  present  site  by  June  1997.  Many 
in  the  Meeting  are  interested  in  the  idea 
of  a permanent  site,  and  there  are  those 
who  advise  caution.  This  is  a 
sentiment  that  those  whose  who  have 
attended  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in 
recent  years  can  appreciate. 

As  the  holiday  season  approaches,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  wish  you  all  a 
warm  and  secure  home,  food  for  the 
body  and  soul,  a nurturing  circle  of 
family  and  friends,  and  a spiritual 
community  that  both  challenges  and 
sustains. 

Colorado  Regional  Meeting 
By  Nancy  Thomas  Brown,  Boulder 

The  YMCA  Snow  Mountain  Resort, 
nestled  in  a picturesque  wooded  retreat 
high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  was  the 
site  of  this  year's  Colorado  Regional 
Fall  Gathering,  September  20-22. 
Nearly  sixty  adults  and  twenty  young 
people  shared  lodging  at  the  Silver 
Sage,  meals  at  the  Commons,  and 
fellowship  everywhere  in  between. 
The  resort  offered  an  ideal  setting  for 
our  young  people  and  their  activities. 
The  teenagers  presented  an  enter- 
taining Reader's  Theatre  during  our 
Saturday  night  songfest.  Raising  a 
joyful  noise  throughout  the  weekend 
was  not  difficult  thanks  to  several 
guitar-playing  Friends. 

Spectacular  sunrises  were  the 
backdrop  for  early  morning  meetings 


for  worship  followed  by  worship-sharing 
groups.  Advices  and  Queries  from 
Britain  Yearly  Meeting’s  Quaker  Faith 
and  Practice  assisted  in  our  focusing  on 
this  year’s  theme,  Quaker  Process.  “A 
Participatory  Exploration  of  Basic 
Principles  of  Quaker  Decision-Making 
and  Problem-Solving  Knotty  Issues  in 
Quaker  Process”  was  Peter  Woodrow's 
theme  for  Saturday's  keynote  pre- 
sentation and  afternoon  workshop.  Peter, 
a member  of  Boulder  Meeting, 
challenged  us  to  explore  the  practical  and 
mystical  sides  of  Quaker  process  and  to 
look  at  Meeting  for  Worship  for 
Business  as  a profound  spiritual 
experience — an  act  of  discovering  the 
will  of  God.  Peter  shared  the  contrast 
between  the  secular  use  of  consensus  and 
Friends’  unique  “experimental”  process 
of  discerning  the  Sense  of  the  Meeting 
through  continuing  revelation. 

Ground  rules  identified  for  Friends 
process  included:  commitment  to  a 
spiritual  process;  willingness  to  listen  to 
the  truth  of  others  with  an  open  heart  and 
mind;  willingness  to  speak  the  truth  as 
we  know  it;  engagement  in  the  search  for 
a creative  solution;  development  of  a 
sense  of  community  that  knows, 
respects,  and  loves  one  another; 
recognition  of  limits  and  balance.  During 
Meeting  for  Worship  for  Business,  each 
of  us  should  strive  to  be  a receiver  and 
transmitter  of  that  of  God,  which  requires 
honesty  and  innocence.  However,  as 
imperfect  receivers,  we  may  be  blind  to 
the  light  or  we  may  filter  it  or  scatter  the 
light  we  receive.  That  imperfection  in 
each  of  us  is  why  we  need  the  corporate 
process  of  Meeting.  Our  discussions 
need  to  include  not  only  spiritual  seeking 
for  guidance,  but  also  rational  thought 
and  passionate  commitment. 

The  merging  of  that  of  God  in  each 
person  in  the  spiritual  community  places 
responsibility  on  each  of  us  to  search 
together  and  trust  in  the  process.  The 
search  is  not  necessarily  for  agreement, 
but  for  the  “ring  of  truth,”  a sense  of 
rightness.  Discerning  the  sense  of  the 
meeting  is  broader  than  consensus — it 
describes  the  place  to  which  we  have 
been  led.  A decision  itself  is  incidental. 
The  process  is  what  nurtures  the  life  of 
the  Meeting. 
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New  Mexico 
Regional  Meeting 

By  Marguarite  Culp,  Santa  Fe 
This  fall  150  Friends,  including  chil- 
dren, spent  a pleasant  weekend  at  Ghost 
Ranch  for  the  gathering  of  New  Mexico 
Regional  Meeting.  The  increased  atten- 
dance was  due  in  part  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion prior  to  and  following  the  thresh- 
ing session  last  spring  about  the 
“advantages  and  disadvantages  of  New 
Mexico  Regional  Meeting  forming  its 
own  Yearly  Meeting.”  The  topic  at  the 
fall  meeting  was  broadened  to:  “How  do 
we  feel  called  to  support  the  larger  body 
of  Friends  and  how  shall  it  serve  us?” 

The  queries  arose  out  of  building  frus- 
tration over  the  past  six  or  seven  years. 
The  responsibility  of  nominations  and 
staffing  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  han- 
dled by  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting. 
An  uneven  pattern  of  nominations  over 
the  past  few  years  reached  an  unaccept- 
able level  in  the  minds  of  some  Friends. 
If  the  grassroots  Quaker  support  wasn’t 
sufficient  to  staff  IMYM  each  year,  some 
Friends  suggested  that  a smaller,  simpler 
unit  of  Yearly  Meeting  for  New  Mexico 
might  be  more  appropriate. 

Twenty  Friends  spoke  at  the  threshing 
session  and  it  is  likely  that  more  would 
have  participated  if  it  were  not  for  the 
time  constraint.  Friends  eloquently  ex- 
pressed what  was  important  and  mean- 
ingful to  them  about  Friends’  events:  par- 
ticipation, diversity,  networking,  and  fel- 
lowship. Some  Friends  said  that  they  not 
only  enjoyed,  but  also  needed  the  contact 
with  Friends  from  a four-state  region. 
Without  this  cross-fertilization,  they  said 
they  might  feel  more  isolated  on  the  state 
and  local  level. 

More  than  once.  Friends  said  that  they 
were  not  comfortable  being  pressed  into 
service  to  staff  IMYM  positions.  They 
said  they  would  like  to  leave  Regional 
Meeting  feeling  nourished  rather  than 
guilty  or  imposed  upon  for  refusing  or 
accepting  Yearly  Meeting  positions, 
many  of  which  require  considerable  time 
commitments  and  responsibilities. 

One  young  Friend  expressed  pain  at  the 
prospect  of  losing  opportunities  to  estab- 
lish or  maintain  contacts  with  other 
young  Friends  from  other  states  in  the 
Southwest,  as  well  as  opportunities  for 


intergenerational  interaction.  Many 
Friends  felt  that  volunteering  to  work  at 
IMYM  should  be  done  with  a Joyful 
spirit,  and  that  overall  “we  should  be 
thinking  about  doing  more,  not  less.” 

Friends  with  considerable  IMYM  re- 
sponsibilities, past  and  present,  added 
valuable  input  to  the  discussion.  Ross 
Worley  of  Durango,  Registrar  for 
IMYM  from  1994-95,  noted  the  tremen- 
dous amount  of  help  he  received  from 
others  while  performing  his  duties.  He 
also  wondered  if  Monthly  Meetings 
might  provide  those  who  volunteer  for 
large  jobs  with  extra  help,  such  as  child 
care  and  even  financial  support.  He  also 
recommended  seeking  guidance  from  a 
clearness  committee. 

Present  IMYM  clerk.  Chuck  Ros- 
tkowski  of  Ogden,  Utah,  said  that  he 
was  glad  that  he  convened  a clearness 
committee  within  his  meeting  when  con- 
sidering the  IMYM  clerkship. 

“We’re  approaching  a new  level  of 
Yearly  Meeting  than  where  we  were 
eight  years  ago,”  Chuck  told  gathered 
Friends  at  Ghost  Ranch.  “We’re  much 
less  adolescent.  We’re  growing  up  as  a 
Yearly  Meeting.” 

Vickie  Aldrich,  clerk  of  IMYM  Con- 
tinuing Committee  from  1994-95, 
agreed,  adding:  “We  have  to  give  more 
support  to  those  who  take  on  these  tasks. 
We  have  retreats.  These  help  and  we’re 
looking  for  more  ways  to  nurture  and 
support  each  other. 

There  was  a sense  of  relief  on  Satur- 
day when  Friends  approved  a minute  to 
recommend  that  New  Mexico  RM  be  re- 
lieved from  the  burden  of  the  IMYM 
nomination  process.  This  task  will  be 
shared  by  New  Mexico  RM  and  Yearly 
Meeting  until  IMYM  has  a chance  to  ad- 
dress the  implications  of  this  minute.  On 
Sunday  morning,  the  last  New  Mexico 
Regional  Meeting  nominating  commit- 
tee presented  a full  slate  of  nominees  for 
approval. 

A minute  regarding  hunger  among 
children,  drafted  by  Albuquerque  Meet- 
ing, was  approved  and  will  be  circulated 
among  Friends  in  Regional  Meeting. 
The  intention  of  this  minute  is  to  make 
elected  officials  recognize  their  respon- 
sibility for  insuring  that  no  child  in 
poverty  need  face  hunger. 


(“Laughter,  ” continued  from  page  68) 

the  boat.  What  I want  is  to  see  faces  not 
of  fear  and  disapproval  but  of  joyful  en- 
couragement. Each  of  us  would  have  op- 
portunities to  do  the  same.  And  if  I sink 
and  the  vision  turns  out  to  be  a foolish 
one,  a delusion  with  no  substance,  and  I 
get  quite  wet,  I want  for  us  to  laugh  to- 
gether at  the  mistake.  And  frankly,  getting 
out  of  even  a metaphorical  boat  in  the 
middle  of  the  storm  to  try  to  walk  on  water 
is  rather  a funny  thing  to  do,  don’t  you 
think? 

Still,  when  I leap  from  the  boat,  I think 
I will  walk  on  water.  I don't  want  to  hold 
back  from  experimenting  with  the  truth  of 
my  visions.  If  after  I tried  it,  I haven’t 
learned  from  my  mistake,  then  you  can  el- 
der me,  but  not  before  I tried  it  out.  This  is 
the  essence  of  eldering:  we  Quakers  don't 
create  rules  in  advance,  but  rather  call  un- 
repented errors  to  each  other’s  attention, 
as  if  we  could  have  failed  to  notice  that  we 
were  all  wet!  The  essence  of  life  is  experi- 
ments in  truth — a daring,  an  expression  of 
our  own  truth.  Let’s  not  hold  back  from 
living  our  own  lives  because  of  fear.  Liv- 
ing is  an  investigation  in  truth.  Let’s  en- 
courage one  another  to  experiment,  rather 
than  to  conform.  We  will  come  back 
strengthened  from  the  experiments,  better 
able  to  judge  when  to  leap  and,  perhaps, 
better  swimmers  besides — an  unexpected 
lesson. 

In  my  experience,  laughter  does  not 
save  me  from  initial  embarrassment,  or 
from  mistakes  big  and  small;  it  saves  me 
from  holding  on  to  the  embarrassment. 
Laughter  is  the  result  of  my  willingness  to 
forgive  myself,  to  release  the  fears  and  to 
go  on.  My  truest  laughter  is  an  expression 
of  forgiveness:  forgiving  the  unexpected, 
which  I want  to  control  and  predict.  It’s 
an  expression  of  forgiving  myself  and  oth- 
ers our  fallibility.  Our  sins,  if  you  will. 
Laughter  is  a direct  expression,  without 
the  hindrance  of  words,  of  our  prayer: 
“Forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive 
others...”  That  is  being  saved.  So,  after 
all,  laughter  is  a saving  grace. 

I invite  you  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Source  of  your  laughter.  Be  not  afraid! 
Embrace  laughter,  the  saving  grace. 
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Book  Reviews 


Tracing  the  Rainbow.  By  Mary  Hoxie 
Jones.  Golden  Quill  Press,  Manchester, 
VT,  1995.72  pp,  $13.95. 

Mary  Hoxie 
Jones  lives  at 
Kendal  in 
Longwood,  a 
Quaker  retire- 
ment com- 
munity out- 
side of  Phil- 
adelphia. She 
has  published 
several  other 
books  of  poet- 
ry and  has  had 
a long  relat- 
ionship with 
the  American 
Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  and  Haverford  College. 
The  daughter  of  Rufus  M.  Jones,  she 
absorbed  early  in  her  life  the  vision  of  a 
world  at  peace  and  the  faith  in  a guiding 
star  to  see  us  through  the  dark  night.  Her 
poems  illustrate  how  her  vision  and  faith 
have  fared  in  the  real  experiences  of  life. 

After  reading  this  collection  of  poems, 

1 have  the  feeling  of: 

• Sitting  quietly  in  a hushed  room. 

• Looking  at  photos  in  a beloved 
album. 

• Catching  intimate  glimpses  of  a long 
life  lived  with  awareness. 

• Getting  in  touch  with  moments 
crystallized  in  memory. 

These  poems  are  short  and 
autobiographical,  revealing  an  artful 
mind  open  to  truth  and  clarity.  Jones’  use 
of  meter  and  rhyme  beautifully  displays 
a craft  honed  with  discipline.  In  these 
poems  you  find  love — aching,  patient, 
vulnerable,  enduring;  decades  of  travel, 
homes  here  and  abroad,  people  met, 
beloved  family,  and  the  experience  of 
being  a Friend  among  Friends. 

I’m  grateful  to  this  “old  woman”  (as 
she  calls  herself)  sitting  in  the  sun, 
remembering.  Her  poems  are  like 
messages  offered  out  of  the  deep  silence 
in  meeting  for  worship. 

— Marty  Walton,  Bellingham 


A Hymnal 
For  Silent  Worship 

By  Anne  Friend,  Los  Angeles 

“My  meeting  doesn’t 
need  a hymnal.  We  never 
sing.” 

Maybe  your  meeting 
doesn’t  need  a hymnal, 
but  you  do. 

Do  you  ever  read 
Psalms  to  center  in  wor- 
ship? They  were  meant  to 
be  sung.  Some  are  per- 
sonal for  times  of  trouble 
(“If  I look  up  to  the  hills, 
where  will  I find  help?); 
some  are  personal  experi- 
ences (“Your  word  is  a 
lamp  to  my  feet,  a light 
on  my  path”);  some  are  community  cele- 
bration (“Make  a joyful  noise  to  the  Lord, 
all  you  lands!”). 

A new  collection  of  psalms  is  out  called 
Worship  in  Song.  It  has  an  even  greater 
range  of  topics  and  moods  than  the  oldest 
collection  of  psalms  and  hymns  we  are  fa- 
miliar with,  and  we  can  use  it  the  same 
way.  You  do  not  need  to  sing  hymns  to 
understand  what  they  say,  and  their  being 
in  verse  makes  them  easier  to  remember 
when  you  don’t  have  the  book  handy. 

Ways  to  use  this  book: 

• Centering  in  meeting  at  the  beginning 
or  when  your  thoughts  drift,  either 
with  or  without  the  book. 

• Personal  worship  or  meditation. 

• To  get  new  ideas,  views,  things  to 
think  about,  like  any  collection  of 
short  devotional  works. 

• To  memorize  lines  or  verses  for  spe- 
cial times.  (For  many  years,  I have 
leaned  on:  “Frail  children  of  dust,  and 
feeble  as  frail/In  Thee  do  we  trust, 
nor  Find  Thee  to  fail.”) 

• To  sing  when  you’re  in  the  car, 
around  the  house  or  garden,  or  with 
other  F/friends  (technically,  this  is 
not  silent,  but  it  is  a good  preparation 
for  worship). 

• For  changing  attitudes  or  behaviors; 
it  can  be  useful  to  “program”  an  alter- 
native. For  instance,  try  switching  to 
“God,  whose  love  is  humble  service” 
whenever  you  think  of  what  Newt 


Gingrich  is  trying  to  do  to  all  of  us. 

• For  browsing  while  you  are  waiting 
for  the  last  person  to  be  ready  to  go, 
the  phone  to  ring,  the  dryer  to  finish, 
etc. 

Personally,  I am  delighted 
to  have  a hymnal  that  has  a 
broader  range  of  both  texts  and 
music  than  I have  ever  seen. 
Most  of  the  more  recent 
hymns  have  been  revised  to 
avoid  visualizing  God  as  male 
or  using  other  sexist  language. 
Changes  have  also  been  made 
to  emphasize  Jesus  as  example 
rather  than  Christ  as  God. 
Many  hymns  have  been  writ- 
ten since  the  last  version  of  the 
Friends  Hymnal.  It  includes 
hymns  by  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  Friends  Lisa  Hubbell 
MacKinney  and  myself 

Selections  range  from  17th  century 
shape-note  hymns  to  traditional,  gospel, 
contemporary,  and  even  secular,  such  as 
“Tender  Shepherd”  from  Peter  Pan. 

If  none  of  these  reasons  tempts  you, 
think  how  impressive  that  teal  blue  book 
with  gold  letters  will  look  on  the  coffee 
table,  or  remember  that  it  is  more  stable 
than  telephone  books  for  elevating  small 
children  at  dinner. 

Does  your  meeting  need  the  hymnal? 
Yes,  at  least  one  for  the  library.  And 
maybe  the  meeting  wants  to  send  a group 
order  for  F/friends  who  want  their  own 
copies.  After  you  see  them,  you  will 
probably  want  to  start  singing. 

Working  with  the  Music  Selection 
Working  Group  was  one  of  the  great  joys 
of  my  life,  made  better  because  the 
whole  purpose  was  to  share  the  wonder- 
ful music  of  joy,  peace,  comfort,  thanks- 
giving, celebration,  and  calls  to  service 
with  “Friends  everywhere.”  I thank  God 
for  this  gift,  knowing  that  it  will  be  re- 
newed every  time  I hear  Friends  singing 
“our”  songs. 

Hymnals  can  be  ordered  from  Friends 
General  Conference,  1216  Arch  Street, 
Philadelphia  PA  19107.  Call  1-800-966- 
45556  for  book  orders  or  contact  the 
AFSC  bookstore  in  Pasadena.  Price: 
$20.00  ($18.00  for  twelve  or  more). 
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Barbara  Topping  Fridell 

Like  her  parents,  Barbara  was  bom 
in  Japan  of  missionary  parents  and  grew 
up  bi-lingual  and  bi-cultural.  In  1940, 
the  family  was  ordered  back  “home,” 
and  Barbara  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  California,  Berkeley, 
before  returning  to  Japan  with  her 
husband  Wilbur  (Bill)  Fridell,  who  had 
been  appointed  secretary  of  the  Waseda 
University  Christian  Student  Center. 
Barbara  bore  three  children,  the  first  of 
whom  died  in  1959.  The  family 
returned  to  Berkeley  so  that  Bill  could 
start  graduate  work.  In  1967,  after  a 
postdoctoral  year  at  Harvard,  he  joined 
the  department  of  Religious  Studies  at 
the  University  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara.  Barbara  worked  with  the  U.C. 
Studies  Abroad  Program.  They  enjoyed 
a sabbatical  year  in  Japan,  but  shortly 
thereafter  Bill  suffered  kidney  failure, 
requiring  regular  dialysis  for  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

Both  Barbara  and  Bill  joined  Santa 
Barbara  Friends  Meeting  in  1982.  Few 
Friends  ever  knew  Barbara  intimately  or 
realized  that  she  was  keeping  her 
husband  alive  and  professionally 
productive  despite  dialysis  treatments 
three  days  a week.  It  was  not  until  after 
his  death,  when  Barbara  became  ill  and 
both  her  children  had  left,  that  she 
sought  support  from  her  meeting.  The 
loving  memories  voiced  at  her 
memorial  meeting,  which  was  attended 
by  long-time  friends,  both  Japanese  and 
American,  testified  to  her  success  as 
well  as  the  peace  that  she  found  at  the 
end.  Her  observation  that  she  loved  to 
dance  and  studied  ballet,  modem  dance, 
and  classical  Japanese  dance,  remains 
not  only  a touchingly  personal 
revelation,  but  also  a metaphor  for  the 
discipline  and  grace  of  Barbara’s  life. 

Mary  Warren  Shiffman 

Born  March,  12,  1908,  in  Kyoto, 
Japan;  died  April  26,  1996,  in  the 
Pilgrim  Haven  retirement  community  in 


Los  Altos,  California. 

Mary  was  born  of  missionary  parents 
serving  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Asia.  When  she  was  eleven  or  twelve 
years  old,  Mary  came  to  the  U.S.  with 
her  older  brother  Dana  to  attend  high 
school.  The  two  children  lived  in  a 
missionary  home  in  Massachusetts  while 
their  parents  continued  their  missionary 
work  in  Japan. 

Mary  graduated  from  Mount  Holyoke 
College  in  1929  with  a major  in  English. 
She  earned  a Masters  in  Education  from 
Boston  University  and  taught  for  a while. 

She  married  Rene  Shiffman.  They 
lived  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  most 
of  their  married  life.  They  had  only  one 
child,  Peggy,  who  currently  lives  in 
Cupertino.  Rene  worked  as  a translator 
and  died  in  1977. 

Mary  joined  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  when  she  lived  in  Brooklyn  and 
was  a First  Day  School  teacher  there. 
Three  years  after  her  husband’s  death, 
she  moved  to  Oklahoma  City  and  lived 
there  for  three  years  before  moving  to 
California  to  be  with  her  daughter.  She 
transferred  her  membership  to  the  Palo 
Alto  Friends  Meeting  on  March  17, 
1985.  She  will  long  be  remembered  for 
her  service  to  her  meeting.  Her  vocal 
ministry  was  also  well  received.  She 
often  mentioned  how  important  it  was 
for  her  to  be  a part  of  meeting  for 
worship. 

Mary  had  two  lifelong  interests; 
astronomy  and  knit  lace.  She  taught  a 
class  on  astronomy  in  New  York  City 
that  was  accredited  by  Swarthmore 
College.  She  also  gave  astronomy  talks 
at  various  elementary  schools.  She  was 
an  expert  in  knit  lace  pattern  making.  She 
visited  lace  museums  in  England  and 
later  sketched  these  patterns  and 
transposed  them  for  others  to  work  from. 

Mary  was  determined  to  be  active  and 
independent  all  her  life.  Mary  will  be 
sadly  missed  and  fondly  remembered  by 
all  her  friends  at  Palo  Alto  meeting. 

Nicholas  Evergreen 

Born  January  22,  1981,  Nicholas  was 
welcomed  into  this  world  by  his  parents. 
Dee  Dee  and  Jerry  Evergreen,  and  by 
many  joyous  friends  who  flowed  through 
the  house  for  days  after  his  birth.  Nick 


loved  his  parents,  and  even  as  a teenager 
openly  and  publicly  showed  his 
affection.  When  Nick  was  eight. 
Jasmine  Evergreen,  age  three  and  a half, 
was  adopted  into  the  family.  Nick  was 
thrilled  to  become  a big  brother. 

Nick  wrote  of  himself  that  he  loved  his 
“mom,  dad,  sister,  and  baseball.”  He 
was  an  outstanding  athlete  who  excelled 
at  every  sport  he  tried,  but  his  true  love 
was  baseball.  He  was  voted  Most 
Valuable  Player,  was  a Little  League 
All-Star,  and  earned  many  trophies. 

Nick  attended  Bryant  and  Madrona 
Elementary  Schools,  Washington 
Middle  School,  and  Garfield  High 
School.  He  was  brilliant  at  math  and 
proud  of  his  good  grades.  He  also  played 
guitar  and  wrote  poetry  in  both  French 
and  English.  He  was  a talented  artist 
who  loved  drawing  and  painting. 

A Quaker  from  the  first,  Nick  attended 
his  first  committee  meeting  (worship 
and  ministry)  when  he  was  five  days 
old.  He  enjoyed  playing  “meeting”  with 
preschool  friends:  they  would  draw 
chairs  into  a circle  and  be  quiet  together, 
occasionally  saying  profound  things.  As 
a teenager,  he  loved  attending  Quarterly 
and  Yearly  Meetings.  Among  his  many 
friends,  his  Quaker  friends  held  a special 
place. 

He  overcame  basic  shyness  to 
develop  a wide  circle  of  friends,  both 
girls  and  boys.  Pictures  of  friends  and  of 
himself  with  friends  came  to  replace  his 
baseball  trophies  on  the  walls  of  his 
room. 

The  summer  of  1995  was  a summer 
that  anyone — child  or  adult — would 
envy.  Nick  dyed  his  hair  red  and  looked 
great.  He  traveled  to  baseball  camps, 
stayed  with  friends  in  Stehekin  and  on 
Hood  Canal,  attended  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  when  he  was  home,  entertained  a 
steady  stream  of  friends  in  his  room. 

He  was  exploring  the  idea  of 
becoming  a chef.  His  plans  included  a 
bike  trip  with  friends  on  Lopez  Island, 
and  a trip  to  Maui. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  the  early 
morning  hours  of  March  12,  1996.  He  is 
deeply  missed  by  his  family  and  by  all 
who  loved  him. 
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Announcements 


December  1996 

• 27-  1/1/97  The  Year  End  Report,  with  Elisabeth  Dearborn  and  Richard  Brady.  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

January  1997 

• 18  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting. 

• 24-26  Quaker  Silent  Retreat.  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting.  Goldbar,  WA. 
Contact:  Gloria  Todor,  206-632-9839. 

• 30-2/2  Sacred  Chant:  Isabella  Bates.  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

• . Conference  Center,  Pacific  Palisades,  CA. 

• 14-17  Religion  and  Psychology:  Oceans  of  Light,  Oceans  of  Darkness  with  Steve 
Smith.  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 


Scattergood  offers  a rigorous  college  preparatory  program  for  approximately  sixty 
students,  grades  9 through  12,  in  a caring,  close-knit  community  of  boarding 
students  and  residential  staff  living  and  working  together  in  a beautiful  rural  setting. 


• Coeducational 

• Graduation  requirements  include 
Quaker  studies  and  an  off-campus 
community  service  project. 

• Strong  programs  in  the  arts 

• Four-year  Spanish  language 
program  with  workcamp 
experience  in  Mexico 

• Daily  campus  and  farm  work  crews 

• Outdoor  and  wilderness  programs 

• Cooperation  emphasized  over 
competition 

• More  than  one  third  of  students  and 
staff  have  Quaker  backgrounds 


To  learn  more  about  Scattergood,  or  to  arrange  a visit,  contact  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
Scattergood  Friends  School,  1951  Delta  Avenue,  West  Branch,  Iowa  52358-8507, 
phone  (319)  643-7628,  FAX  (319)  643-7485. 


Under  the  care  of  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  (C)  since  1890 


PYM  Faith  and  Practice 
Revision  Committee  Seeks  Your  Help. 

Time  for  response  to  the  August  1995  draft  of  Advices  and  Queries  (the  little  green 
book)  has  been  extended  until  March  15,  1997.  We  can  better  reflect  PYM  if  we 
hear  from  individuals  and  Meetings.  Please  put  your  thoughts  in  writing  and  send 
them  to:  Laura  Magnani  at  1625  Curtis  St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94702.  The  Committee 
appreciates  your  guidance. 

We  also  seek  quotations  for  Faith  and  Practice  which  have  special  meaning  or 
have  served  significantly  in  your  life  as  a Friend.  We  are  particularly  interested  in 
Quaker  quotations  from  the  last  hundred  years  and  from  Quaker  women.  Such 
quotations  may  come  from  Scripture.  Please  send  your  suggestion  to:  Aimee  Els- 
bree  at  400  University  Circle,  Claremont  CA  91711.  (Bibliographic  source  of  the 
work  will  be  very  helpful.) 


Second  International  Congress  on 
Quaker  Education,  June  19-22,  1997, 
Westtown  School.  Call  for  Present- 
ations: “Stories  of  Change  in 

Community.”  Friends  educators  world- 
wide are  gathering  at  Westtown  School 
for  a once-in-a-decade  opportunity  to 
forge  links  of  community  from 
kindergarten  classrooms  to  graduate 
studies.  Join  the  conversation  begun  at 
Guilford  in  1988.  Sponsored  by  Friends 
Council  on  Education,  Friends 
Association  for  Higher  Education,  and 
Westtown  School,  celebrating  its 
bicentennial. 

• Culture  Crossing:  Studies  and 

Students,  Partnerships  and  Projects 

• Teaching  Science:  Collaborations  and 
Community  Actions 

• Living  with  Violence,  Teaching  for 
Peace 

• Maintaining  Real  Community  in  the 
Age  of  Virtual  Reality 

• The  Arts  of  Social  Change 

• Service  in  a Changing  World 

• Governance  Challenges 

• Defusing  the  Literary  Canon 

• Do  Friends  Have  a Pedagogy?  Quaker 
Values  in  Non-Quaker  Settings 

• Integrating  Faith  and  Learning 

• Quaker  Values  in  Co-education:  What 
Works  for  Equality? 

Send  one-page  proposals  by  January  1, 
1997,  to: 

Pat  Macpherson 

Westtown  School,  Westtown,  PA  19395 
Voice:  (610)  459-5795 
Fax:(610)399-6967  E-mail: 
Congress@westtown.edu  Website: 
http  ://forum . swarthmore.edu/fce/qe2 

Quaker  Service  Conference.  Spons- 
ored by  the  Quaker  Volunteer  Service 
and  Training  Committee  (QVSTC)  of 
Illinois  Yearly  Meeting.  April  18-20, 
1997,  in  the  Burlington,  N.J.,  Con- 
ference Center  near  Philadelphia. 
QVSTC  has  created  a Directory  of 
Quaker,  Service  Training  and  Intern- 
ships, 1996,  and  a Webpage 
(http://www.uic.ed/~conant/qvstc)  list- 
ing service  projects  sponsored  by  Quak- 
ers and  the  AFSC. 

To  find  out  more  contact  Roger  Con- 
ant,  1003  Hinman  Ave,  Evanston,  IL 
60202.  E-mail:  conant@uic.edu. 
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Advertisements 

All  advertisements  published  must  be 
consistent  with  the  beliefs  and 
testimonies  of  Friends.  $0.40  per  word. 
Minimum  charge,  $8.00.  Add  10%  if 
boxed.  Advertisements  should  be 
prepaid,  if  possible.  Send  for 
information  sheet  prices  for  display  ads 
and  requirements.  Copy  deadline:  30 
days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of 
advertisements  does  not  imply 
endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


Quaker  Heritage 
Showcase.  QUAKER 
MARKETPLACE: 
New  mug  and  note  card 
designs,  T-shirts,  tote 
bag,  tiles,  prints, 
Quaker  dolls,  clothes, 
ornaments,  wooden 
yoke,  welcome  sign, 
and  more.  FREE 
BROCHURE.  Quaker 
Heritage  Showcase, 
10711  N.  Kittatinny, 
Tucson,  AZ  85737 


The  American  Friends 
Service  Committee 
Bookstore 


We  carry  a unique  and  varied  selection 
of  books  about  social  justice,  Quakers, 
peace,  conflict  resolution,  women’s  and 
men’s  studies,  African-Americans,  the 
Middle  East,  Asia  and  Pacific,  Latin 
America,  and  many  other  topics.  We 
offer  an  outstanding  selection  of  books 
for  children  and  young  adults,  with 
emphasis  on  multi-cultural  and  peace 
topics,  including  bilingual  and  Spanish 
books.  Write  or  call  for  booklists.  You 
may  order  by  mail  or  phone.  We  will 
special  order  books  at  your  request.  Ask 
about  having  books  to  sell  at  your 
events. 

980  North  Fair  Oaks 
Pasadena  CA  91103 
818-791-1978,  ext.  123 
Fax:  818-791-2205 

We  accept  Visa  and  MasterCard 


JOHN  WOOI^MAN  SCHOOL^.  Only  West  Coast  Friends  secondary 
school  boarding  school!  Simple  rural  living,  small  classes,  work  program, 
loving  community.  John  Woolman  School,  13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada 
City  CA  95959.  (916)  273-3183. 


Vital  Statistics 

Marriages 

• Ken  Herrin  and  Aimee  Allen,  under 
the  care  of  Eugene  Meeting,  October 
II,  1996. 

Births 

• Allegra  Jane  Thomdyke,  bom  to  Jack 
and  Mary  Thomdyke,  August  21, 
1996,  Missoula  Meeting. 

Members 

• Edna  Dom,  University  Friends 
Meeting. 

• Kate  Watkins,  transfer,  Santa 
Monica. 

• Cindy  Trueblood,  transfer  from  West 
Knoxville,  TN,  to  Strawberry  Creek. 

• Robin  Moser,  Multnomah. 

• John  Walsh,  Multnomah. 

• Rick  Blumbery,  Eugene. 

• Beth  Deutsch,  Eugene. 

• Barbara  Koser,  transfer.  Mountain 
View 


The  New«EriendlBulj£tml 
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$24  for  individual  and^gift 
$ 1 9 when  ordered  through.  younuneetjpigi?£-^. 
Contributions  to  Friends  BuZZetin  arextaxsdeduGtiH^ 
and  most  welcome. 
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Meeting, 


Thanks  From  Nancy  Yarnall 

Dear  Friends, 

Last  August  Friends  Bulletin  sent  you  its  annual  appeal  letter. 
We  told  you  about  the  editor  transition  from  myself  to  Anthony 
Manousos,  and  we  asked  you  to  contribute  financially  to  the  mag- 
azine to  help  us  fund  our  regular  programs  as  well  as  to  help  with 
the  transition.  And  you  did.  Your  response  was  overwhelming. 
Your  contributions  of  almost  $6,000  were  an  incredible  state- 
ment of  support  for  the  magazine. 

As  of  today,  I am  "just"  a Friends  Bulletin  reader.  I am  excited 
as  I look  toward  the  future,  knowing  that  while  our  editor  An- 
thony Manousos  has  many  exciting  changes  planned  for  the  mag- 
azine, he  is  mindful  of  Friends  Bulletin's  long  history  with  its 
unique  western  voice.  I look  forward  to  reading  Friends  Bulletin 
as  it  goes  forward  into  the  twenty-first  century.  And  I know  it 
will — ^with  your  help  and  mine. 

Thanks  for  your  most  recent  financial  contributions  (and  those 
that  you  will  give  in  the  future).  I have  appreciated  you 
support  during  the  past  five  years. 


□ New 


□ Gift 


□ Renewal 
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Fire  Light 


The  flames  of  Pentecost,  the  spirit’s  mark, 
Modelled  in  lamp  aglow  or  hearth’s  warm  spark. 
The  starry  splendor  of  the  shelf  ring  dark 
In  Jesus’  birth  brings  us  eternal  day. 


Season's  Greetings 
From  the  Board 
of  Friends  Bulletin 


One  Fire  has  been  the  Source  of  many  flames; 

Creator,  Comforter  have  many  names. 

One  blazing  sun  to  all  on  earth  proclaims 
That  love  sustain  our  lives  along  the  way. 

Then  let  us  burn  with  passion  clear  and  pure. 

With  love  of  Truth,  with  courage  to  endure. 

With  faith  to  follow  One  whose  Word  is  sure 
And  humbleness  to  turn  back  when  we  stray. 

God,  make  our  hearts  Your  hearths 
to  hold  the  glow. 

The  warmth  of  love,  the  light  of  Truth  to  show 
And  share  with  joy.  May  it  be  always  so 
And  may  our  flames  outshine  the  stars’  array. 

Anne  Forinash  Friend,  Los  Angeles 
November  1996 


Left  to  right:  Clerk,  Rob  Roy  Woodman  (PYM); 
Arden  Pierce  (PYM);  Recording  Clerk,  Randy 
Herrick-Stare  (IMYM);  Co-treasurer,  Pat  Dag- 
gerty  (PYM);  Mary  Lou  Coppock  (IMYM),  Lucy 
Fullerton  (NPYM);  Treasurer,  Annis  Bleeke 
(NPYM) 
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Postmaster,  Please  Send 
Address  Changes  To: 
5238  Andalucia  Court 
Whittier  CA  90601-2222 


Periodicals  Rate 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Whittier  CA 
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